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Preface

Has the World Gone Wacky?
In recent years the end of the world has been the subject of count-

less jokes in the international press, but a lot of people who are taking a 
second look at what is happening don’t see much to laugh about.

For the first time since man’s creation his technology has made it 
possible to destroy himself and the whole world. Nations, strong and 
weak, are in the race to develop atomic strength. One small explosion 
in a remote part of the world could spark a chain reaction that would 
bring destruction swift, terrible, total. It could well write “30” at the 
end of history’s final chapter.

An ugly tide of lawlessness and anarchy is awash in many lands. 
Hijacking airliners, exposing innocent victims to death; gunning down 
athletes, airport bystanders, or terrified hostages in cold blood; the kid-
napping of government officials, followed by the criminals’ terrifying 
demands—these and other atrocities leave the civilized world in a state 
of shock and revulsion.

During what is acclaimed the most enlightened period in man’s 
history, when Planet Earth is filled with homo sapiens’ most startling 
discoveries and inventions, we are witnessing the worst epidemic of 
lawlessness the human race has ever experienced. Our cities are beset 
with rape, murder, riots, looting, and arson. Too many city streets are 
unsafe for law-abiding citizens.

Our world is running out of living space. The population explosion 
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threatens Planet Earth’s ability to provide food and clothing to meet 
the needs of the multiplied millions of humans thrust upon it annually. 
By the year 2000, or even earlier, experts declare, the situation will 
become extremely critical. The United Nations, national governments, 
and concerned individuals are deeply skeptical of future security.

Heretofore, we could count on Mother Earth, the air we breathe, 
and our mighty oceans. They could be relied upon as inexhaustible 
reservoirs to supply our human needs. We took no thought when our 
refuse and waste products polluted the rivers and streams, the atmo-
sphere, or the earth itself.

Now cities have run out of pure air. Lakes and rivers and streams 
have run out of pure water. Jets, automobiles, and factories are chang-
ing the composition of the air we breathe. Even the oceans threaten to 
become a problem to modern man.

What is it all about? Where are we going? Where will we end up? 
What are the solutions to the problems our Planet Earth faces today?

This is what Goodbye, Planet Earth is all about. This could well be 
the most enlightening book you have ever read. Read on! You may be 
surprised at what certainly is just ahead.

Robert H. Pierson
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Breakdown of a Planet

The Year of the Coup
The year 1975 produced a bumper crop of high-level assassinations, 

dictatorial grabs, coups d’etat, and civil upheavals. Foreign offices all 
over the world worked round the clock trying to outguess one another 
in the heady game of “Wonder Who’s Top Man Now”!

The dominoes commenced tumbling in Malagasy, formerly Mada-
gascar. By year’s end a spate of killing, conniving, power grabs, and civil 
wars had changed the political face and fortune of countries around 
the world. During September automatic pistols in two feminine hands 
came near changing presidents in America the not-so-beautiful.

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia, drought-stricken Chad, apparently stable 
Nigeria, centuries-old independent Ethiopia, war-torn Vietnam, tor-
tured Bangladesh, Cambodia, Portugal, Angola, and Mozambique 
were wracked with coups, killings, or chaos during 1975.

The threat of major political change hangs heavy over many na-
tions. It is in the air. More is ahead. We haven’t seen anything yet.

Violence and turbulence during the past few years have scattered 
any hopeful dreams that man might have had about building a peace-
ful world in our day. Our trouble-torn planet seems to be coming un-
glued. Tremendous political, economic, moral, and social pressures 
appear to be on the verge of blowing our old world apart. The big 
question is, Can it ever be put back together again?
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Hundreds of Wars in Our Day
Before me now is a list of wars fought since 1945—the end of World 

War II. More than sixty are listed. It would be practically impossible to 
compile a complete documentary of national, international, and civil 
wars, rebellions and conflicts around the world during recent years.

One sociologist estimates that during one thirteen-year period, 
1946 to 1959, over 1200 “internal wars” were fought. Another source 
lists some eighty or more conflicts and insurgencies in progress at one 
time.

Whether the number is sixty, eighty, one hundred, or twelve hun-
dred, as different “authorities” estimate, there have been wars during 
the last sixty-five years on a scale this world has never witnessed before. 
Practically no country or island on earth has escaped either direct at-
tack, harassment and suffering, or indirect discomfiture as the result of 
the chariots of war rumbling ominously during our day.

Why, why has Planet Earth become the venue of such death and 
destruction in our day?

Are We Arming for Doomsday?
The largest, most sophisticated, and most costly weapons and im-

plements of war ever conceived by the mind of man are now in produc-
tion or on the drawing boards for early construction.

The U.S.S. Nimitz is the first of three 91,000-ton nuclear aircraft 
carriers planned for the United States Navy. The U.S.S. Eisenhower and 
the U.S.S. Carl Vinson are scheduled to be ready for commission by 
1981. These bargain battleships cost approximately one billion dollars 
each. Other nuclear-powered surface ships and sub-hunting jets, ca-
pable of covering 9000 square miles of ocean in a single mission, are 
already in production.

New A-10 jet fighters with 30 mm cannons are on order. A new fam-
ily of strategic missiles called MARVs (maneuverable reentry vehicle), 
capable of changing course as they approach a target, is being developed.

And the United States Department of Defense has informed Con-
gress that new nerve gases are needed to replace obsolete stocks already 
on hand.
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Some years ago Albert Einstein declared, “There is no defense 
against the weapons which can now destroy civilization.” In 1961 John 
F. Kennedy predicted, “Mankind must put an end to war—or war will 
put an end to mankind.”

A friend of mine once said: “The astrophysicists have brought us 
nearer to the gates of heaven, and the nuclear physicists have opened 
wide the gates of hell!”

Is Time Running Out?
On May 9, 1969, U Thant, then secretary-general of the United 

Nations, speaking before a world development conference, declared: “I 
do not wish to seem over dramatic, but I can only conclude from the in-
formation that is available to me as secretary-general, that the members 
of the U.N. have perhaps ten years left in which to subordinate their an-
cient quarrels and launch a global partnership to curb the arms race, to 
improve the human environment, to defuse the population explosion, 
and to supply the required momentum to world development efforts.

“If such a global partnership is not formed within the next decade, 
then I very much fear that the problems I have mentioned will have 
reached such staggering proportions that they will be beyond our ca-
pacity to control.”

If the late U Thant was anywhere near correct, a lot must be done 
in a very short time. His “perhaps ten years left” prediction of 1969 
will soon run out. The problems of disarmament, world population, 
ecology, and political incompatibility are not any nearer solution now 
than when the secretary-general spoke these words.

Why are the world’s problems today so apparently unsolvable?

Decline of the West?
Deadly elements of decay are at work among the peoples and the 

governments of the so-called Western nations. Watergate in Washing-
ton, scandals in Britain, the Steiner affair in Bonn, wiretapping and tax 
stigmas in Rome, moral decay in other Western lands have taken their 
toll. It will take time if ever these nations fully regain their former aura 
of respectability.
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Most likely until the end of this century—if, indeed, Planet Earth 
has that long—there will be a declining standard of living, and a de-
clining influence of the West in the third world, and in the East. Amer-
ica’s reneging on her military commitments in Indochina, has already 
set at work a reaction in other parts of the Far East. Such erosion of 
confidence is bound to create tremendous strains upon the democratic 
political system in America—and on other democracies of the Western 
world.

Technology alone will not be able to provide overnight solutions. 
Algeria and Indochina, in their emerging struggles against France, have 
demonstrated that even developed nations that lack the will to win can 
be forced to submit to the demands of smaller countries. Might alone 
does not always triumph.

Democracy, with its built-in weaknesses, may have reached the 
breaking point. The pleasure-preferring Western culture may not be 
capable of dealing with the sophisticated problems and strains of the 
late twentieth-century world.

There could be trouble ahead for Western democracies.

From Beans to Billions
Can you really comprehend what a billion of anything is? If you had 

commenced counting the minutes the year Christ was born and had 
kept steadily at it until 1976, you would about now be reaching one 
billion minutes.

Translate that billion minutes into the billions of dollars we are 
spending each year for defense worldwide. The American $85.5-billion 
1975 defense budget breaks down to roughly $85 per minute since 
Christ was born nearly two thousand years ago.

It costs money—real money—for any nation to maintain a position 
of strength. The premium the U.S. taxpayer pays on the national defense 
budget is something like $2000 per second—more than $200,000,000 
per day. A good chunk of the pay check goes to keep the boys march-
ing, the planes flying, and the guns firing.

Technology has skyrocketed the cost of defense from beans to bil-
lions. It is said that if the powerful motor that carried Charles Lindbergh 
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in 33.5 hours from New York to Paris in 1927 had just a wee bit more 
power, it could be used today as the starter for a Boeing jumbo jet.

When the knights jousted for merry old England a few centuries ago, 
they went to battle with some 88 pounds of protective armor. Today a 
jet pilot requires nearly twice that weight in equipment. On a modern 
aircraft carrier, pilots are elevated to the flight deck by moving stairs lest 
they become exhausted before they climb into their fighter planes.

It’s a great day to be alive, even at the risk of dying. It’s a great day to 
find ways to pay the bills for living or dying on and off the battlefields. 
There was never a day like it! Why?

From Muscles to Missiles
David, the shepherd boy in ancient Israel, used missiles. By every 

conceivable rule of thumb Goliath should have easily disposed of the 
brash teenager in a matter of minutes. However, David proved that a 
strong arm, a sling, and a few pebbles could lick an armor-clad giant 
with a spear yards away.

Later the Romans used catapults. The minutemen lobbed cannon 
balls during the days of the American Revolution. By World War I 
shells were being fired up to 30,000 yards. During the early days of 
the second world war this distance was doubled or trebled. Then came 
the Nazis with their V-2 missiles. Yards suddenly changed to miles. To-
day ICBMs—intercontinental ballistic missiles—are trained on targets 
thousands of miles away.

No city or defense area in any land appears to be out of reach of 
enemy death-dealing atomic warheads.

There was never a day like our day! Why the sudden burst in tech-
nology? This is a good question. There is a good answer!

Airborne White House
In anticipation of nuclear attack the U.S. Air Force plans a fleet 

of converted Boeing 747 jumbo-jetliners meant to serve as airborne 
command posts for the President in any nuclear emergency. Nearly six 
hundred million dollars will be required to whisk the President and top 
government officials out of Washington within fifteen minutes, thus 
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escaping an imminent atomic attack on the nation’s capital.
Ominous clouds are on the world’s horizon. What lies ahead for all 

nations of earth will require more than Boeing 747s to bring deliver-
ance to people or president. War and violence on an unprecedented 
scale lie just ahead.

The Too-much-promised Land
The Middle East “could erupt into a real tough conflict anytime,” 

the United States President remarked during a recent crisis in Pales-
tine.1 The President is not the only one whose eyes are closely following 
the ominous events transpiring in this explosive area. Norman Cousins 
writes of “the last chance in the Middle East.” He further declares that 
unless something is done soon to harness the dogs of war in Palestine, 
that chance may pass forever.

The mechanized age in which we live demands oil. Tanks, airplanes, 
motorcars, bulldozers, and tractors move on oil. The Arab countries 
of the Middle East have oil in abundance. They must share with oil-
thirsty nations. If they do not, the match is at the powder keg.

Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and other 
Arab lands find themselves not only at the crossroads of the world but 
in the center of what is now earth’s most volatile area.

Bible writers have long focused attention on these troubled lands. 
John the revelator speaks of the time when “the way of the kings of 
the east” will be prepared for earth’s final showdown in a place called 
Armageddon—in northern Israel, as many Bible students believe. Here 
the forces of the East and West will meet in earth’s last battle.2

The tensions between Arab and Jew are almost as old as human his-
tory itself. It commenced with suspicion and hatred between Ishmael 
and Isaac, two sons of Abraham. It has continued unabated through 
the centuries as Jew and Moslem struggled for supremacy. How deep 
these emotions of hate and bitterness run anyone who reads the papers 
or watches the news on television well knows.

I have witnessed this bitter animosity firsthand during several visits 
to the so-called Holy Land. My Arab guide spewed forth his venom 
much of the time we were together.
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“Moses started all of this trouble,” he fumed. “On Mount Nebo he 
got a glimpse of the Promised Land and told Israel to go in and possess 
it. It would have been better if he had turned around and seen the 
U.S.A., and sent all of the Jews to America!”

Palestine is the promised land to millions. In fact, it is the too-much-
promised land. The British promised it to the Jews, and the Arabs have 
promised it to the Palestinians. Who is going to have it for keeps is 
still an unanswered question. There is plenty of trouble ahead. In our 
day we may well witness the blowup that sparks the last great battle of 
Armageddon.

General Douglas MacArthur, speaking of the options for war and 
peace, years ago declared, “If we do not now devise some greater and 
more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door.”3 It is highly 
possible that, unwittingly, he spoke of our day!

The Winds of Change Blow Lustily
In the Bosnian town of Sarajevo on June 28, 1914, a young Ser-

bian nationalist emptied his revolver at Archduke Francis Ferdinand of 
Austria. It was the spark that kindled World War I.

Some six decades and two world wars later, within the memory of 
millions living today, we live in a different world. A century ago the 
world was divided into great empires. Britain topped the list—the sun 
never set upon her possessions. Germany, France, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Turkey, Italy ruled empires scattered throughout Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia, and the islands of the sea. Emperors, kings, czars 
reigned, little challenged.

America in the early nineteen hundreds was still a land of farms 
and small towns and had fewer than one hundred million inhabitants. 
Communism was scarcely a ripple on the world’s political surface. Few 
in 1914 dreamed of the kind of world we see in 1976.

The emperors, the kings, the czars of that day, along with their colo-
nies, have almost disappeared. Those who remain are unifying symbols 
retaining token titles. Communist dictators are the new potentates of 
the century.

Small nations, with populations less than many large cities, have 
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fought, negotiated, or blackmailed their way into the United Nations 
organization. Today the “first” and the “second” world are confronted 
with “third” and even “fourth” world “powers” clamoring for a place in 
the sun and eager to tip the balance of power in world councils.

The winds of change blow lustily! Why must it be so in our day?

The Weak Say, I Am Strong
You are surprised to see Saudi Arabia, Syria, Zambia, and North 

Korea, for instance, flexing their muscles and challenging the big pow-
ers? You could scarcely believe that Japan, France, West Germany, and 
Italy would yield to threats of these small powers?

God was not surprised. Viewing our day, from His vantage ground 
of eternity, He foretold exactly what is happening around us. Centuries 
ago, with His eyes upon the last days, the prophet Joel wrote, “Let the 
weak say, I am strong.”4

Look for the small nations of the third world to play an increasingly 
vocal role in the affairs of Planet Earth. They have discovered a vital 
blood vessel, and they will tighten the tourniquet every chance they 
get. Territorial waters, air space, mineral rights, fishing preserves, oil 
trade, world opinion, or downright blackmail—they will resort to any 
or all of these to squeeze technical aid, concessions, loans, cash, or po-
litical advantage out of the big powers.

With “the day of the Lord . . . near,”5 the voices of the weak nations 
are shouting, “I am strong.” Listen to the clamor of their voices now. 
These voices are a sign of the times!

Man Can Destroy His Earth
The apocalyptic writer John wrote of a time of terror and global de-

struction: “The nations raged, but thy day of retribution has come. . . . 
Now is the time to destroy those who destroy the earth.”6

Was he speaking of our day? Only within the past three decades 
could such a prophecy have been fulfilled. Until the atom bomb and 
its hellish brood existed men did not possess the power to destroy the 
human race. Now they do have!

Revelation 11:18 has had no particular relevance until our day. Man 
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now has it within his nuclear power to wipe much of the human race 
off the face of the earth. The destruction rating the 20-kiloton bomb 
that devastated Hiroshima has now been increased more than 2500 
times in the H-bombs.

Kurt Waldheim, secretary-general of the United Nations, warns 
that if nuclear proliferation continues unchecked these explosive de-
vices “could create almost unimaginable dangers for the survival of our 
civilization and the human race.”7

Russia and the United States have agents of destruction poised that 
could wipe out millions of people in both lands with terrifying sudden-
ness. Biochemical weapons, nerve gases, missiles, bombs—such hor-
rific weapons are now capable of fulfilling the apocalyptic prophecy. 
Never doubt it! The time has now come when men have the capability 
to destroy the earth. Will they do it?

Man-made Killer Storms and Earthquakes
The CBS evening news commentator on August 27, 1975, mooted 

the possibility of environmental warfare. Imagine killer storms or tidal 
waves created on the border of an enemy country, wiping out or in-
juring thousands of people. Imagine earthquakes that would kill or 
injure thousands of men, women, and children, besides leveling cities 
and destroying untold acres of crops. Such elements of destruction that 
boggle the human imagination are not only imagined—they are being 
planned, according to reports appearing in today’s press.8

While some politicians dismiss such probabilities as figments of 
man’s wild imagination, others contend that weather war is a very real 
possibility. Nothing—but nothing—should be considered impossible 
in our age of exploding technology.

“Doomsday Clock” Moved Up
“The hands of the Doomsday Clock, which symbolizes the threat 

of nuclear doom hovering over mankind, today moved three minutes 
closer to midnight,” Reuters News Agency reported in the Washington 
Post of August 26, 1974.

The clock appears on the front page of the magazine, Bulletin of the 
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Atomic Scientists, which was founded at the end of World War II by the 
men who helped make the first atom bomb.

The hands had stood at 12 minutes to midnight since June 1972, 
following completion of the first round of U.S.–Soviet talks to limit 
the nuclear arms race.

Now, with recent developments on the nuclear front in India, the 
Middle East, the United States, and Russia, Reuters reports that we 
have moved closer to the day of destruction.

Will We All Jump in Together?
This is a fictitious story, of course, but it lends an interesting insight 

into the conditions of the world in which we live.
A would-be suicide was poised for a leap from a high bridge into the 

churning, murky river a hundred feet below. A policeman approached 
cautiously and began an attempt to talk him out of it.

“Leave me alone,” the depressed one shouted, “life is sour—not 
worth living.”

“Tell you what,” the patrolman said reassuringly, “let’s talk it over. 
You tell me why life isn’t worth living. I’ll tell you why it is. If I can’t 
convince you, go ahead and jump off.”

At the end of the exchange, according to this apocryphal story, the 
policeman climbed the railing and took hold of the man’s hand and 
they both jumped into the river together.

Too many people feel this way about the mess the world is in today. 
Things are bad. In fact, it will probably get worse before it gets better. 
But I can tell you it will get better! Stay with me.

Trouble Spots to Watch
What does the future hold? Where are the sensitive trouble spots to 

watch?
Keep your eyes on the Middle East and on Europe’s southern ap-

proaches. Lasting peace is still just a dream—or a nightmare—for Pal-
estine and surrounding countries. The fuse is lighted. As yet it has not 
been extinguished. Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, all are still 
very much in the news.
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Peace negotiators work feverishly to cage the dogs of war in the 
Middle East. They may partially succeed. A semblance of peace may 
be achieved. It will not be permanent. Not in Palestine! There’s more 
trouble ahead.

Détente—lasting détente between the West and the East may well 
prove an illusion—and a disaster to the West. Concessions are mar-
ginal. Visas for journalists and approving international marriages are 
minor concessions by the East. The free flow of information, mean-
ingful exchange of plans for military maneuvers, and the sharing of 
atomic research are still in the future. So are meaningful détente and 
lasting peace!

Don’t forget Africa either! Angola, Mozambique, Uganda, Rhode-
sia, Southwest Africa—even South Africa—are potential powder kegs 
with the fuses burning briskly.

The Far East enjoys a modicum of peace—or rather I should say 
an absence of overt warfare. After an extensive trip through Malaysia, 
Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Korea, and the Philip-
pines, I notice that the peace is uneasy at best in some of these lands. 
Watch for reports of changes in this part of the world, too.
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