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Chapter 1 

A Mighty Revelation 

  
The writer and his greeting. Verses 1, 2. 
The setting forth in one marvelous sentence God’s great purpose 

for His people. Verses 3-14. 
Before sin entered. Verses 3-6. After sin’s entrance. Verses 7-12. 
His work through the word of truth and the power of the Spirit. 

Verses 13, 14. 
The inspired prayer that God’s purpose and power may be effective 

in believers. Verses 15-23. 
 
The Writer and His Greeting (Verses 1,2) 
“Paul,1 an apostle2 of Christ Jesus through the will of God, to the 

saints3 that are at Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to 
you4 and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Paul.” Formerly Saul of Tarsus. He was in early life reared a strict 
Pharisee, and later sat at the feet of the famous Gamaliel as a doctor of 
the law. As a Jew he was a zealot, and persecuted to the death the 
Christians, because he thought they perverted the law and were 
destructive to the commonwealth of Israel. But in his honest, though 
mad, career, God arrested him on his way to Damascus, revealed 
Himself to the greatly humbled man, sent him to an erstwhile despised 
disciple for further instruction, called him to be an apostle; nay, more, 
God would show him what things he must suffer for His name’s sake. 
His experience is set forth in Acts. He stayed a while in Damascus, and 
then he went into Arabia, where he remained for two years or more in 
the study of the Scriptures and communion with God. The word does 
not tell us, but we may well believe it was near the holy mount where 
God instructed Moses and Elijah, and from which He spoke His law. 
From this great experience Paul returned to his work. Paul therefore 
became the great apostle to the Gentiles, dropping his Hebrew name, 
Saul, and designating himself by what was probably his Roman name, 
Paul - “little.” His later zeal was not surpassed by his earlier, but it was 
tempered by divine love. The one thing of his life was to preach Christ; 
the motive - “the love of Christ constrain-eth” me; the constant 
inspiration - “the heavenly vision.” “In labors more abundantly,” in 
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perils and suffering above measure, he fought the fight for his Saviour 
and God to the triumphant end. 

2 “An apostle.” The word apostolos means one sent - a messenger 
of Christ Jesus, one invested with the highest of spiritual gifts (i 
Corinthians 12:28), an ambassador of God, called to lead out in new 
fields in the proclamation of the gospel in the establishment of God’s 
work. “The apostle deals with the whole body of truth. He has to state 
it, to systematize it; to make it available to the saints in order to their 
guidance and sustenance.” - G. Campbell Morgan. “Through the will of 
God.” The great apostle has high regard for the will of Him who 
controlled the universe. Six times he emphasizes it. God’s gifts for 
service are not of man’s choosing. There are many who prefer to be 
apostles, and prophets, and preachers, and strive so to be, with an 
ambition which will not be satisfied. No one is convinced of this but 
themselves. Sometimes Satan comes into the ambitious, unsanctified 
heart and deceives the man, and perhaps others, into believing he is 
what he wants to be. There is but one test for all manifestations and 
exercises; that test is the word of God and the fruit which is borne 
according to that word. God knows our limitations, knows what gift we 
can exercise best, and therefore He bestows upon everyone, not as His 
children will, but “dividing to each one severally even as He will.” 1 
Corinthians 12:11. Is it God’s call? Let us respond. Is it the gift of His 
Spirit? Let us use it. Working in harmony with His will, the work is 
always both blessed and successful. 

3”To the saints.” The holy ones, those separated from the world 
and set apart unto Christ - all true Christians. The word “saint” does 
not mean necessarily one that is perfect, that has overcome, that has 
won perfect victory in Christ. It simply means one who has, in 
response to God’s call, separated himself from the world and sin, 
yielded the heart to God to be cleansed, fitted, used by Him in His way. 
Over and over again the children of God, with all their imperfections, 
are called saints. They do not, however, call themselves so. Paul does 
not speak of himself as a saint. He exalts the gift which God has 
bestowed, by calling himself sometimes “an apostle.” Sometimes the 
apostles call themselves “servants.” They do not boast of their holiness 
or of their perfection. They leave God to look upon them through His 
own righteousness and see in them the character that is expressed in 
the motive of the heart, which He will Himself work out if the motive 
holds true and perseverance does not fail. And so this epistle, with all 
its wonderful comfort, its marvelous depths of the revelation of God’s 
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goodness and grace, is revealed to the saints and to the faithful in 
Christ Jesus everywhere. And, reader, if we are among those, however 
imperfect we may count ourselves, if we have yielded ourselves to Him, 
to be all that He would have us to be, all the riches in this marvelous 
book are ours. 

4 “Grace to you.” Unmerited favor, full of love and forgiveness 
and power. Grace is God’s giving of Himself. He is “the God of all 
grace.” i Peter 5:10. Ephesians has been called “the epistle of grace.” 
“And peace.” How much the old warring world needs peace! How 
many hearts there are that long for peace! How many times hearts are 
disappointed in finding strife where they looked for peace! But God 
gives not as the world gives. The grace and the peace are from God. He 
is not at war with us; man is at war with Him. “Because the mind of the 
flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can it be.” Romans 8:7. But the wonderful grace of God 
gave His Son to die, that the enmity might be taken away, and that His 
infinite love might win us to loyalty to Him. The grace and the peace 
come from both Father and Son. There is perfect union with Them. 
Let there be perfect union between us and the Giver of grace and 
peace. Yield all rebellion and enmity to Him, and “have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” - “the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding.” “And the work of righteousness shall be 
peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and confidence 
forever.” 
  

God’s Plan Before Sin Entered (Verses 3-6) 
“Blessed be the God1 and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

hath blessed us 2 with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ: even as He chose us3 in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blemish4 before Him in 
love: having foreordained us5 unto adoption as sons6 through Jesus 
Christ unto Himself,7 according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed8 on us in 
the Beloved.” 

“‘Blessed be the God.” The word “blessed” is used in the sense of 
praise. All praise to Him. He is the Giver of all good, the Creator of all 
things, the Upholder of the universe, a marvelous, everlasting provider. 
Surely every child of His ought to join with the apostle in ascribing to 
Him blessing. This expression is one of the seven which John uses in 
Revelation 5:12 as belonging also to the Lamb. 
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2 “Who hath blessed us.” The expression is comprehensive. He 
would have us understand that God’s blessing includes all. It is not 
limited to one thing; it includes every blessing - not only the blessings 
of the earthly, but the blessings of the heavenly. 

Earth of itself furnishes no blessings. In its perverted, sin-cursed 
state, it brings curses. “Cursed is the ground for thy sake,” was the 
word to our first father; but out of the heavenlies in Christ, God has 
brought down all the blessings and bestowed them upon His children. 
To this he refers again, as we shall find in our study of the book. 

But take note of this, and do not put the spiritual blessings far off 
in the uncertain future: He “hath blessed us.” The blessings are ours 
now, even as Christ is given now. “For in Him dwelleth all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily, and in Him ye are made full.” Colossians 2:9, 
10. He would have our faith grasp these now. The tense of the verbs is 
present. He has exalted us by the gift of His Son, who died in our 
behalf, and who Himself was made one of the human family, to a seat 
in the heavenly places. He would have us occupy it. He would not have 
us insult the royal Giver by refusing to take it because we are unworthy. 
He would have us believe the royal promise, and in the worthiness of 
our Lord sit with Him together in the heavenly places. Ephesians 2:6. 

How such a conception would take away all of our timidity in the 
world! How it would give us boldness to meet all the world’s scoffs and 
jeers and sneers! How it would enable us to meet all the trials and 
conflicts and seeming darkness of life, to know that in it all we were 
with Christ, we were with Him also in the heavenly places! It is one of 
the divine and blessed paradoxes of Scripture that, while we are here, 
He the heavenly One is with us, and while He, our Brother beloved in 
the flesh, is there, we are there with Him. But remember that, as was 
Abraham, we are blessed that we may pass on the blessings. 

3 “Even as He chose us.” It is not a separating out of individual 
cases, choosing some “to heaven and some to hell, all for His glory.” 
That is not a part of God’s choosing. God chose character in the very 
beginning, a certain number of a certain character, to completely fill the 
home of this earth which He had provided for them. Genesis 1:26; 
Psalm 115: 16; Isaiah 45:17, 18. The names of these characters were 
written in the Lamb’s book of life from before the foundation of the 
world (Revelation 17:8); and when God calls us, He calls us to one of 
the chosen names, and counts that name ours when we begin the 
Christian life (Philippians 4:3). The name of that character shall never 
be blotted out, That “crown of life,” “crown of righteousness,” “crown 
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of glory” (James 1:12; 2 Timothy 4:8; 1 Peter 5:4), that awaits the 
conqueror will never fade or wither. That inheritance to which the soul 
is called shall never pass away; and when God calls one of the children 
of earth, as He calls everyone to one of those characters, His calling is 
“without repentance.” The failure will always be on our part, not His; 
and every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ will be 
bestowed upon that soul that he may reach that character. And so by 
choosing us to one of those eternal characters, which were in God’s 
plan before the foundation of the world, God has chosen us before the 
foundation of the world in that character to which He calls. And the 
trials and conflicts and perplexities and struggles and triumphs of this 
life are the putting away of the wrong education which the world has 
given us, are the development of a right character in His sight, are the 
spelling out, letter by letter, of the new name which shall be wholly 
ours when the overcoming is complete. Revelation 3:5, 12. 

4 “Holy and without blemish.” The one thing of worth in the entire 
universe of God is character. The only thing which will endure 
throughout all eternity is character. The only thing that makes our God 
the worthy Being that He is, is character. Men may be worth their 
millions, may own and rule the world, may pile their wealth mountain 
high, and their fame may be world-wide, but it is all of no worth 
without character. When they die, all is left, and all the things that men 
may gather in this life will not tunnel the grave; but character does, and 
it is to character that God chooses His children; and those who in Him 
(for it is in Christ that we are chosen before the foundation of the 
world) gain that glorious character shall have all the riches of God’s 
universe throughout all eternity. “Holy and without blemish” before 
Him, in His presence they shall verify in their own lives the song of the 
psalmist, “In Thy presence is fullness of joy; in Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore.” Let us take home to our hearts the blessed 
lesson. 

5 “Having in love foreordained us.” We have taken the marginal 
reading of the last of verse 4 and the first of verse 5^ It is true that we 
should be holy and without blemish before Him in love, but it seems to 
us that it is more necessary of emphasis to say, as the margin reads, that 
“in love” He has “foreordained us.” “Predestinated,” reads the 
common version; “marked out beforehand.” It has been with no hate, 
or indifference even, that God has marked out, or predestinated, His 
children. God is love, and all that He has wrought for us, or marked 
out for us, or marked us out for, has been in love. 
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Never careless hand, and vain 
Smites these chords of joy and pain; 
No immortal selfishness 
Plays the game of curse and bless: 
Heaven and earth are witnesses 
That Thy glory goodness is. 
- J. G. Whittier. 
8 “Unto adoption as sons.” This tells us the object of His love. It 

gives the lie to the old black theology, born in the despair of 
heathenism, that God foreordained men to destruction. His 
foreordination takes in only that which is good; His call, His invitation, 
is broad enough to include every soul who will; and those who will not, 
take themselves out of God’s great plan. God foreordained, 
predestinated, marked us out, to be sons of the Most High. There can 
be no higher call, no greater station, and it is eternal. How gladly ought 
men to submit to such a foreordination as that to which He calls every 
soul who is capable of responding to a call. 

7 “Through Jesus Christ unto Himself.” We have the channel, or 
agent; we have the ultimate object. The ultimate object of His 
foreordination is to bring us “unto Himself;” children “unto Himself” 
in character, in holiness, without blemish; “unto Himself” “in love;” 
“unto Himself” in the giving out of that love to all around us on every 
side. We could not be God’s children and be selfish. We cannot be the 
effectual recipients of His love without giving that love in return. In 
other words, we cannot receive that love into our lives without 
bestowing love upon others, and love does not diminish by the giving; 
it grows in its bestowing. And Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, is the 
One through whom the Father gathers to Himself the children of 
earth. It is not Father against Son nor Son against Father, it is both 
working together for the good of earth’s children. 

8 “Freely bestowed.” God’s grace is not something which is doled 
out stingily; it is not something which we must buy by wealth, or toil, 
or sacrifice. It does not demand that we should walk hundreds of miles 
on our hands and blistered and bleeding knees, nor that we should lie 
for days or weeks upon numerous spikes, or wear hair shirts, or torture 
ourselves in a thousand imaginable ways. God’s grace is not so 
purchased. It comes to us because God is love, and it comes freely. He 
freely bestows it, sinner. We may say that we are unworthy; we are. It is 
not our unworthiness that moves Him to give us His love; it is our 
great need. Philippians 4:19. He sees the possibility through His grace 
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of what we may be, and He freely bestows it, even while we are in sin, 
in order that He may win us to Himself; and when that time comes that 
the heart is won, He bestows it even more abundantly, that the old life 
of sin may be cleansed away, and His own character, “holy and without 
blemish,” may shine out in us. 
  

The Plan After Sin Entered (Verses 7-12) 
“In whom we have our redemption1 through His blood,2 the 

forgiveness of our trespasses,3 according to the riches of His grace,4 
which He made to abound6 toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 
making known6 unto us the mystery of His will,7 according to His 
good pleasure8 which He purposed in Him9 unto a dispensation of the 
fullness of the times, to sum up all things10 in Christ, the things in the 
heavens, and the things upon the earth; in Him, I say, in whom also we 
were made a heritage,11 having been foreordained12 according to the 
purpose13 of Him who worketh14 all things15 after the counsel of His 
will; to the end that we should be unto the praise of His glory,16 we 
who had before hoped in Christ.“17 

1”In whom we have our redemption.” Man cannot buy himself. 
No combination of men can buy another back from the sin into which 
men have fallen. It is not a matter of purchase. Sin is a disease, a deadly 
disease - mortal, fatal, always, so far as the human heart is concerned. It 
was the contemplation of this which led the prophet to exclaim: “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and it is desperately sick.” Jeremiah 
17:9, R. V. The American Revised puts it: “and it is exceedingly 
corrupt;” the Authorized Version: “and desperately wicked.” Paul very 
gently puts it, in Romans 3:23, as coming “short of the glory of God.” 
But in the seventh chapter of Romans he likens it to a body of death, 
with which the poor, sinful soul must be weighted until he himself is 
overcome with it, and which led him to exclaim: “O wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Romans 7:24, 
A. V. Truly the psalmist sang, in speaking of mortals: “None of them 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him.” Psalm 49:7. But God in His mercy gave His only-begotten Son, 
and that Son in love gave Himself. John 3:16; Titus 2:14. The price paid 
was an infinite one: He died to redeem us. In Him we have our 
redemption, slaves bought back from the bondage of sin; and all, 
irrespective of age, or race, or tribe, or nation, or sex, belong to Him by 
purchase. 
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2 “Through His blood.” The blood stands for the life. Leviticus 
17:11. The life of the flesh is the blood. Jesus was “the Word made 
flesh.” We cannot understand, we need not understand, all the 
mysteries of it; faith can grasp the great fact. “When the fullness of the 
time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, that He might redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.” Galatians 4:4. “He poured out His soul 
unto death;” and in the last expiring agonies of the cross Heaven itself 
seemed shut out from Him, as He bore the penalty of even the 
impenitent. Had it not been for the perfect, righteous character, free 
from every stain of sin, the Son of God would not have come back 
from the grave. But it had no power over Him (Acts 2:24) because 
there was no sin upon Him of His own; yet He bore our sins, for “Him 
who knew no sin He made to be sin on our behalf; that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. We are 
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ.” 1 Peter 1:19. 

3 “The forgiveness of our trespasses.” What a blessed thing the 
forgiveness of sins is to one who hates sin! How even the hardened 
heart of the sinner at times, wooed by the blessed Spirit of God, longs 
to be free from sin. He looks back over a dark past and sees where he 
has wronged others. More than all else he sees where he has wronged 
his own soul in turning from his Maker and Saviour. Sometimes his 
crime haunts him. He goes over it again in his dreams. If he believes 
God he knows that sometime it will face him in the judgment; it has 
eaten out the very moral fiber of his life. Truly it is a body of death 
which drags down to destruction, and its deadly contagion breeds death 
in the sinner. James 1:15. But there is forgiveness, and forgiveness of 
our trespasses means that the trespasses are forgiven - taken away, so 
that God looks upon us as sinless in His sight. The righteousness of 
God in Christ Jesus is imputed to us for our sinfulness; it is the 
changing of the old, filthy garment of our own failures for that woven 
in the loom of heaven by Christ Jesus our Lord. Read the graphic 
picture told in Isaiah 61: “I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decketh himself with a garland, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels.” Verse 10. See also verse 3. 

4 “According to the riches of His grace.” How good it is that God 
does not work according to our poor, mean conceptions of His 
goodness! He does not forgive us as men forgive. He does not say: I 
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will forgive you if you will never sin again. He freely forgives. Even 
though He knows that we may sin the next day, yet He freely forgives 
if we are truly repentant. He knows, whether we see the possibility of 
failure in our heart or not; but He sees, He knows, that we may fail 
tomorrow. We do not know it, and the tender, penitent heart does not 
feel that it will; but God knows it, knows that we are children, knows 
that He cannot teach us so that we could appreciate that we would 
stumble again. 

The permanent turning away of mortals from God is not because 
God will not forgive; it is because the human heart becomes so 
saturated with sin that it will not return to God. Praise God, He 
forgives “according to the riches of His grace.” That inspired prayer 
left us through the psalmist after he had committed his awful sin opens 
with these words of encouragement to the sinner: “Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to Thy loving-kindness: according to the 
multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.” Psalm 
51:1. It is the prayer for the sinner to plead. God has left it on record; 
and every prayer that He has left on record His Spirit waits to “make 
good” to the one who will appropriate it by faith; so He grants us 
forgiveness “according to the riches of His grace,” the eternal riches in 
Christ Jesus. And then He looks upon us as though we had never 
sinned. 

5”Made to abound.” Always to abound, all that is necessary; and 
yet He gives grace in “wisdom and prudence;” but the wisdom and 
prudence is such that there is never a lack. When men try to draw the 
line of prudence, sometimes it makes them niggardly and stingy; not so 
with God. The grace abounds above the sin, for “where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly.” “Exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think.” Jehovah is the God, “abundant in loving-
kindness and truth.” “Mercy glorieth against judgment.” He does not 
give us too much. There are some whom Satan would encourage to be 
very great; they want not only forgiveness of sin, but they want 
recognition as great men in God’s cause. So far as the development of 
workers is concerned, God tests men in all wisdom and prudence. 
There is always abounding grace for the forgiveness of sins; there is 
always prudent grace in the development of our own soul for service. 
Let us be willing to leave it all with Him - grace for forgiveness of sin, 
grace for victory over sin, and all the grace that we need to serve Him 
where He chooses. 
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6 “Making known.” Our God is not a being who withholds 
Himself from His children. He is the great Revealer. He so stands forth 
as against all the false gods. The gods of old time veiled their meaning 
in equivocal, hidden sayings or riddles. We read in the second chapter 
of Daniel that, unlike the gods of the Chaldeans, Jehovah revealed 
Himself to His children. He reveals Himself in His works: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork.” Psalm 19:1. He reveals Himself in His word: “The secret 
things belong unto Jehovah our God; but the things that are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children forever.” Deuteronomy 29:29. 
God’s Book is the disclosure in words of the wonderful goodness of 
God. These things are always revealed for our good. God also reveals 
the future: “He revealeth the deep and secret things; He knoweth what 
is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.” Daniel 2:22. 
“There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and He hath made 
known… what shall be in the latter days.” Verse 28. He presents before 
us as a characteristic of His Godhead His power to reveal the future: “I 
am God, and there is none like Me; declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done.” Isaiah 
46:9, 10. “Surely the Lord Jehovah will do nothing, except He reveal 
His secret unto His servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7. 

But our text implies more than this. He makes known unto us “the 
mystery of His will.” “Mystery” is one of the key words of this 
remarkable epistle. The heathen gods and the heathen religions had 
their mysteries performed in their temples, hidden from humanity, 
known only to the initiated; really amounting to nothing after they were 
known. But they were the means of holding wonderful power over the 
superstitious and uninitiated, but never affecting for good the life of 
the one who knew the mystery. Not so the mystery of God. It is a 
mystery, but it is free to all. All may be initiated; all may know, if all will 
meet God’s simple conditions. 

7 “Mystery of His will.” For “mystery,” see Romans 11:25; 
Colossians 1:26. It is God’s grace as manifested in redemption. It is the 
power of that grace laying hold upon the human heart. It was manifest 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, who was “born of a woman, born under the 
law.” Galatians 4:4, 5. It is “the mystery of godliness” set over against 
“the mystery of lawlessness.” i Timothy 3:16; 2 Thessalonians 2:7. To 
the child of faith this mystery is solved. “The Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us,” that Word revealing the very character of God; and 
God has left us that Word which, in response to faith, will transmute 
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poor mortal man into the divine image, “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” Colossians 1127. It is we yielding all to Him, and He, Redeemer, 
Saviour, Sanctifier, coming into our life and making us “to the praise of 
the glory of His grace.” It is what the apostle means elsewhere by 
“sanctification;” and so we read: “For this is the will of God, even your 
sanctification.” 1 Thessalonians 4:3. God, then, has made known the 
mystery of His will in order that we may be re-created and changed 
after His own character, in harmony with His own will. 

8”According to His good pleasure.” God is good, and His ways are 
always good. He who is love can do no otherwise than good. That is 
not saying that our condition might not be greatly bettered; but God is 
doing as well for us as it is possible for Him to do. If we stood nearer 
to Him, our hearts more in harmony with His blessed will, He would 
be able to do larger things for us; but all that He does is to do us good, 
yet not always, it seems to us, in the present. The seed sowing means 
the breaking of the ground, means the rain, and means the harrow, 
means all the hard things that come upon the ground; but it also means 
fruitage as well. 

We therefore read of the Lord’s purpose concerning Israel of old: 
“Who led thee through the great and terrible wilderness, wherein were 
fiery serpents and scorpions, and thirsty ground, where was no water; 
who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; who fed thee in 
the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not; that He might 
humble thee, and that He might prove thee, to do thee good at thy 
latter end.” Deuteronomy 8:15, 16. The “terrible wilderness,” the “fiery 
serpents,” the “scorpions,” the “thirsty ground,” did not seem good; 
but God had in mind the greater good which would accrue from the 
enduring of all these. And therefore we read again His words to 
backsliding Israel: “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you hope in 
your latter end,” or, as the margin reads, “a latter end and hope.” 
Jeremiah 29:11. 

It is the good pleasure of our God to save men. It is not God’s 
pleasure to destroy men. It is sin that destroys, not God. He Himself 
emphasizes this as strongly as language can: “Say unto them, As I live, 
saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die?” Ezekiel 33:11. It was God’s 
pleasure, therefore, to have mercy. Pleasure is delight; and thus He 
declares to His children: “Jehovah taketh pleasure in them that fear 
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Him, in those that hope in His loving-kindness.” Psalm 147:11. Well 
may we say: “Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He 
retaineth not His anger forever, because He delighteth in loving-
kindness. He will again have compassion upon us; He will tread our 
iniquities underfoot; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea.” Micah 7:18,19. Even so God has made known the mystery of 
His will “according to His good pleasure.” 

9 “Which He purposed in Him;” that is, in Himself. “The reference 
is clearly to God,” says Marvin R. Vincent, not to Christ, who is 
expressly mentioned in the next verse. How good to know that the 
purpose is in One who is able to perform it, the eternal Jehovah! In 
union with that purpose we are safe. In union with that purpose it is 
God’s good pleasure to do for us all that the purpose embraces. 

10 “To sum up all things.” “Unto a dispensation of the fullness of 
the times,” or unto the dispensation, - “the mystery… which He 
purposed in Him unto a dispensation.” The word “dispensation” 
comes from oikos, a house; and nemo, to dispense, or manage. A 
dispensation is the work of a house steward in the managing of his 
house - a stewardship. God’s purpose is wrought through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is working out in the house of God all God’s plans. 
“But Christ as a Son, over His own house [that is, God’s house]; whose 
house are we, if we hold fast our boldness and the glorying of our hope 
firm unto the end.” Hebrews 3:6. But this stewardship, or dispensation, 
of our Lord looks forward to the fullness of the times, to the 
completion of all the travail of sin and woe and misery, past all this to 
the glorious ingathering of His kingdom, when God will gather 
together in one all things in Christ; when the great sacrifice which the 
universe has made of its Creator under God shall be manifest in 
glorious fruitage; when our Redeemer “shall see of the travail of His 
soul, and shall be satisfied;” and when the divisive power of sin shall be 
forever put away, because sin is forever banished. 

11”Made a heritage.” In the Authorized Version it is “have 
obtained an inheritance.” The thought seems to include both-obtained 
an inheritance” and “made a heritage.” The Greek word 
“eklerothemen” occurs only here in the New Testament. It comes from 
kleros, a lot. Hence the verb means, literally, to determine, to choose, 
or to assign by lot; and M. R. Vincent tells us that from the custom of 
assigning portions of land by lot, kleros acquires the meaning of that 
which is thus assigned, the possession, or portion, of land. See the 
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Septuagint on Numbers 24:18; Deuteronomy 3:18. An heir is originally 
one who obtains by lot. “The Authorized Version here makes the verb 
active where it should be passive. The literal sense is we were 
designated as a heritage. So the Revised Version, correctly, were made a 
heritage. Compare Deuteronomy 4:20, a people of inheritance.” - M. R. 
Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, page 368. So God has 
made His people a people of inheritance. He does not design that they 
should be pilgrims and wanderers forever. This earth in its present 
condition is not their home. Moses tells us: “When the Most High gave 
to the nations their inheritance, when He separated the children of 
men, He set the bounds of the peoples according to the number of the 
children of Israel. For Jehovah’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot 
of His inheritance.” Deuteronomy 32:8, 9. But this does not pertain to 
this earth alone, and its present divisions, political and otherwise. 

“The earth is Jehovah’s, and the fullness thereof;” and when God’s 
purpose is complete, “the meek shall inherit the earth.” “From sea to 
sea,” and “from the River unto the ends of the earth,” God’s children 
will have their habitation; and in God’s design every one of His 
children shall there have inheritance. To that He has called them; for 
that He has made them “a people of inheritance.” The bounds of the 
peoples then, and the number of the children of Israel then, will be 
such as to fill completely the new heavens and the new earth, which 
will be given to them. 

All that brings disunion in this world, into God’s kingdom 
anywhere, is sin. All the perversion of human reason, of faculties, of 
judgment, of moral conduct, of anything and everything evil, is because 
of sin. Sin will be put away; and the great summing up will take place, 
predicted in Revelation 5:13: “And every created thing which is in the 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all 
things that are in them, heard I saying, Unto Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honor, and the 
glory, and the dominion forever and ever.” All heaven and earth are 
then united; the unity of God’s creation restored. Earth is no more a 
lost island, separated from the continent of heaven by a gulf of sin; nay, 
it has not been separated even in its sin, for the love of Christ has 
bridged it. But the love of Christ and all His creatures will bridge it in 
that glorious new day when all God’s children shall be one, and all His 
universe one, and one life will throb through it all from the great heart 
of Heaven. And all this is found in “the good pleasure of His will.” 
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12 “Having been foreordained.” “Predestinated,” Authorized 
Version; literally, “foremarked out, or limited.” The thought of the 
apostle all the way through is not on the negative side of the great 
question. He is not presenting before us the doom of the impenitent, 
or of the incorrigibly wicked. What he is setting before us is God’s 
purpose concerning His children. Let us bear in mind that nowhere is it 
said that God has foreordained us to destruction. Hold the assurance 
of the apostle, “For God appointed us not unto wrath, but unto the 
obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” i Thessalonians 
5:9. 

13 “According to the purpose.” God has a purpose in all that He 
does. Man works purposelessly many times. That is the whole tendency 
of sin, to make purposeless the best purposes of humanity, and oh, 
how many times sin succeeds! Man has noble purposes which he 
endeavors to carry out for himself and in himself and by himself, but 
they fail. There is one purpose, however, which will be carried out, and 
that is God’s great purpose concerning man and man’s heritage and 
man’s future. We briefly note it: 

First, the earth was created for the children of men. God gave His 
command in the beginning that men should multiply and completely 
fill the earth. This we learn in Genesis 1. In Isaiah 45:17, 18 God has 
made oath by Himself that it is not created in vain, it is formed to be 
inhabited. And He assures us that that purpose will be carried out, by 
the thought, “I am Jehovah; and there is none else.” He must, in His 
perfect purpose, design that the earth should be inhabited by a certain 
number of a certain character. “Behold,… God made man upright” 
(Ecclesiastes 7:29), said the wise man; He formed man in His own 
image, we learn in the original account (Genesis 1:27). 

There should, therefore, be a certain number of a certain character 
to inhabit the earth - not too many, or it would be crowded, and 
someone would lack inheritance; not too few, or there would be 
barrenness and lonesomeness and vacancy. Not only nature, but God, 
abhors a vacuum; there could therefore be no unused spaces. Every 
one of God’s children shall have inheritance, or lot, in that earth as it 
came from God’s hand “very good.” But sin came in and marred God’s 
handiwork, and God’s children, instead of inheriting the earth, have 
oftentimes been the persecuted ones and those that have been deprived 
not only of a portion of earth, but of life as well; they have been 
pilgrims and strangers. Nevertheless the purpose stands. 
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We may also readily believe, as intimated elsewhere in His word, 
that the names of those characters which would inherit the earth were 
written in God’s long roll of life before the world was made. The 
perfect purpose demanded it. These characters would be overcomers, 
and there were crowns that should await the character, and they still 
wait - the crown, the name, the character - for those of earth who shall 
meet the conditions. When once a soul yields to the Lord Jesus, his 
own name is written in the book of life. Philippians 4:3. His own name 
is written there as a candidate for the name of the everlasting character, 
written there in the beginning, before mankind was. The crown that is 
suitable to that name awaits the overcomer; but if he fails, his own 
name will be blotted out of the book of life. Revelation 3:5. He will fail 
to receive his crown. Revelation 3:11. But the name of the character 
will remain, and the crown will remain, and the inheritance will remain 
for someone else who will be called to that name and that crown and 
that character, for God’s eternal purpose concerning the earth and man 
and character will not fail. 

14 “Who worketh.” All the infinite power of the Creator is behind 
His call to the sinner. The potency of that call is the potency of perfect 
character to him who will yield to it and hope in Jesus Christ. It may 
seem to be impossible to us, - utterly so, - having tested our own 
disposition, having known something of its weaknesses, its utter 
unholiness and unlikeness to God. How many times we were prepared 
to listen to the discouraging doubts of the enemy that there is no hope 
in God for us! But we trust in a Being of all power. He who can take 
the insensate earth and form it into the marvel of the rose, who can 
from the slimy, stagnant pool bring all the beauty and purity and 
fragrance of the lily, can take poor mortals of earth and make them to 
“the praise of His glory.” 

15 “Who worketh all things.” How good it is to know that the One 
who has formed the purpose, who has marked out the character, who 
in the beginning made the earth, is able to do all that He purposes to 
do! He “worketh all things” - not after the counsel of human will, not 
after the perversion of that will by demons or men, but - “after the 
counsel of His will.” Despite all the perversions of sin, God’s will shall 
be wrought out. It looks otherwise sometimes. It seems as though the 
accusations of “the accuser of our brethren” were true. It seems as 
though God had Himself become a tyrant, and so Satan makes men 
believe. It seems as though He were weak, or unable to carry out His 
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will, as though all His purposes were thwarted, as though He had 
forgotten humanity. 

But all these things are in the seeming. God remembers, God cares, 
for God is love. And so in love, though our shortsightedness may not 
see it, He is working out all things after the counsel of His will. Man 
may fail, God will not fail. Satan may seem to thwart His purposes, but 
out of the conflict His purposes will come all the more glorious. When 
the devotees of the gods of Egypt seemed to triumph, Jehovah was 
above them; and in the great final triumph it will be seen that He is 
preeminently, gloriously, Conqueror, and all those who are with Him 
are triumphant. He cannot arbitrarily set aside the sinner; He cannot 
arbitrarily in His plan overthrow the one who commits sin in its 
inception - that would seem many times to be acting unjustly. He must 
let sin work out its own essential evils. He must let it bear its crop of 
fearful fruit in order that the universe may see in the object lessons 
how exceedingly sinful sin is. 

16 “The praise of His glory.” We have seen unsightly piles of stone 
and brick and sand, barrels of cement and lime, timbers of various 
lengths and sizes, by the side of a pleasant street, covering the walk. 
The way is obstructed, street and walk are covered with dirt. It is an 
unseemly mass. Soon trenches are dug, and conditions look worse. But 
men come - architect, builder, workmen. We leave the town for a few 
weeks, and return to find on the spot a noble palace, symmetrical and 
beautiful. Who is the architect and designer? Mr. Ward. Who is the 
builder? Mr. Herndon. And as you and others view the palace inside 
and out, the praises of architect and designer are sung. 

God takes wrecks of men and women - marred, warped, blasted, 
blighted by sin, hopeless in themselves; but if they yield to Him “who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His will,” by His creative power 
and abounding grace He reconstructs and makes “unto the praise of 
His glory” these souls wrecked by Satan and sin. Throughout all 
eternity they will show forth His praise in the beauty and glory of 
characters immortal. 

17”We who had [“have,” margin] before hoped in Christ.” We who 
have yielded ourselves as candidates for the name, the crown, the 
inheritance. It matters not what we are; it matters not who we are, 
when Cod calls us. We may be such as those of whom He speaks in 1 
Corinthians 6:9, 10, - fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, 
abusers of themselves with men, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, 
extortioners. We are there told that such shall not inherit the kingdom 
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of God, but we are also told that such were some of the Corinthian 
brethren. They once belonged to these classes; “but ye were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.” Verse 
11. 

This lesson in Ephesians is a message for you, discouraged soul, 
whoever you are. Satan may have overcome you. You may have sinned. 
You may be discouraged in the progress you are making. Turn away 
from all these discouragements. Yield yourself to His will and to the 
workings of the power of His Spirit. He will enable you day by day to 
spell out the letters in that new name. Win victories today that will 
entitle you to be the wearer of the crown and help you by His grace 
and power to share some part of that glorious inheritance that awaits 
the victor. Yield all to Him, accept all from Him. Your hope is not in 
princes; it is not in what humanity can do; it is in what God in Christ 
has already done for you. Then hope on, hope ever. He is able to do 
“exceeding abundantly” above all that you ask or think. 
  

Word of Truth and Holy Spirit (Verses 13, 14) 
“In whom1 ye also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel 

of your salvation, - in whom, having also believed,2 ye were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise,3 which is an earnest of our inheritance,4 
unto the redemption of God’s own possession,5 unto the praise of His 
glory.“6 

1”In whom,” that is, in Christ. The participial clause in the 
beginning of the verse brings in a thought which is worthy of our note 
- “in whom,… having heard the word of the truth;” and “the word of 
the truth” he declares to be “the gospel of your salvation.” That is what 
the positive side of God’s truth always is to His children. We read in 
Psalm 119:142: “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and 
Thy law is truth.” But all God’s truth is not comprehended in His law 
as such. Our text declares that the gospel is truth. All the great positive, 
living facts of God’s word are truth. 

The truth differs from fact in this, that facts are mere dead things, 
statements of things that are so, or have been so; but truth is always 
living, and God’s truth throbs with His life. The psalmist has expressed 
it: “The sum of Thy word is truth.” It includes both God’s law and His 
gospel. The law reveals to us sin; the gospel takes away the sin and 
writes in our hearts the holy law, so that it no longer condemns us, but 
becomes a witness of the righteousness which we receive through the 
gospel. Therefore Paul was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
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because that in it was revealed the righteousness of God. Romans 1:16. 
But the word is living truth only as it is received in Him, in whom ye 
heard. He before said: “The words that I have spoken unto you are 
spirit, and are life.” John 6:63. 

2 “In whom, having also believed.” Bible belief, or living belief, is 
not mere assent to a proposition. There are thousands who assent to 
facts; that is not Bible belief. The belief which is effective is that which 
brings living union with Christ. The apostle has expressed it in another 
place thus: “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” It does 
not stop short of appropriating the righteousness which God gives us 
through Jesus Christ. It does not stop short of the righteousness which 
He wishes developed in our lives. It does not stop short of a faithful, 
dutiful, commandment-keeping heart, a heart that could say with the 
psalmist, “Oh how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day” 
(Psalm 119-97)- or with “the beloved disciple,” “For this is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are 
not grievous” (1 John 5:3). Such is true Bible belief, such is the fruitage 
of faith. 

3 “Ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” Belief brings 
the Spirit of God. In fact, it is the Spirit of God that is the operating 
power of the Most High in every process of conversion and 
regeneration. It is the Spirit of God that broods over the sinner as it did 
over the waste of darkness in the beginning. Genesis 1:2. It is the Spirit 
that presses home upon the sinner the fact that he is a sinner, that 
enables him to see himself as God’s law reveals him, which presses 
upon his heart, as it did upon the heart of the apostle Paul, that “the 
law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.” It is the Spirit that 
brings to his mind the word of the gospel, that there is hope in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And, finally, it is that Spirit that writes upon his 
heart God’s law, and thus seals the soul as one of the family of God. It 
gives assurance to the child of God because it changes his heart from 
hatred of God’s law to love of God’s law “Old things are passed away; 
behold, they are become new.” 

He does not then see the law as an avenging sword hung over his 
head, but as a blessed guide, a monitor; and the Spirit writing that law 
within his heart brings him the twofold witness of the law without and 
the law within, revealing to him that he is truly a child of God. And 
thus the word gives twofold witness: “The Spirit Himself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are children of God: and if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.” 
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A seal is that which makes an impression, or stamp. It is used in 
official documents as a testimony that the one who sealed it has 
acknowledged and legalized the document to which it is attached. So it 
is that God stamps those children who yield themselves to Him as His 
own, placing upon them His own character. The Holy Spirit is the 
Sealer, not the seal. 

4 “Earnest of our inheritance.” “Earnest” means pledge. It is a not 
uncommon thing for men to pay earnest, or pledge, money; for 
instance, a drover purchases cattle of the farmers and does not pay all 
the price until the cattle are delivered on a certain day; but he pays a 
portion of that money to bind the bargain. That is earnest money. It 
binds both parties. It binds the drover to take the cattle and pay the 
rest of the money on a stipulated day when the farmer delivers them, 
and it also binds the farmer to hold those cattle for the drover, and 
prevents his selling them to anyone else. It is, in fact, a part payment, 
sometimes called “caution money.” It is a deposit in pledge of full 
payment. So God gives His Holy Spirit to His children as a pledge of 
the glorious immortality at His coming. 

5 “Unto the redemption of God’s own possession.” The word 
“possession” means preservation, preservation for one’s self; 
acquisition; a thing acquired, or a possession; used here collectively for 
the people possessed. “God’s own possession,” in the Revised Version, 
is simply an insertion of “God’s own” for the sake of clearness. See M. 
R. Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament. So the “earnest” 
money of God - the Holy Spirit - is given to His children to assure 
them that they are God’s own possession, and that the inheritance, the 
glorious immortality which lies before, will be theirs. Trouble may 
intervene; God remains the same. Death may cut one off temporarily, 
but the inheritance waits. And the One who has given the Spirit and 
has promised the inheritance, has broken the power of the grave and 
will bring all His children home. They are His own possession. He 
counts them, though their graves number millions, as still alive, 
because, in His purpose, they are alive, and will live when the Lord 
Jesus shall come the second time. 

God’s ways seem dark, but, soon or late, 
They touch the shining hills of day; 
The evil cannot brook delay, The good can well afford to wait. 
- J. G. Whittier. 
6 “Unto the praise of His glory.” Three times we have this 

expression, almost in the same words: the first in its application to 
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God’s plan (verses 3-6) - “to the praise of the glory of His grace;” the 
second in the working out of that plan despite of sin - “unto the praise 
of His glory;” and the third the development of character in each 
individual by the power of the Spirit - “unto the praise of His glory.” 
So it all shall be. All the efforts of the enemy of all righteousness to 
thwart God’s plan shall in the end redound to His glory. That is His 
purpose that He has predestinated. He invites all to fall in with His 
purpose, the pleasure of His will. He has not predestinated death; He 
has predestinated character and life. If we will yield to His word, the 
character will be ours, the inheritance ours, the consummation of the 
work of the Spirit ours; and we shall be “to the praise of the glory of 
His grace” throughout all eternity. Thus ends the longest and greatest 
sentence in the Bible. 

 
A God-Breathed “Prayer for the Church 
(Verses 15-23) 
“For this cause1 I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus 

which is among you, and the love which ye show toward all the saints, 
cease not to give thanks2 for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give3 unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him; having the eyes of your heart enlightened,4 that ye may know5 
what is the hope of His calling, what the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what the exceeding greatness of His 
power6 to usward who believe, according to that working of the 
strength of His might which He wrought in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead, and made Him to sit7 at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule,8 and authority, and power, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world,9 but 
also in that which is to come: and He put all things in subjection10 
under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church,11 which is His body,12 the fullness of Him that filleth all in 
all.” 

1”For this cause.” That is, that God had wrought out His 
wonderful purpose, and by His Spirit made effective this purpose in the 
hearts of all His believing children; and the apostle had heard that this 
faith was in the Ephesian brethren. It was manifest among them, or, as 
the margin reads, “in them.” It was personal faith on their part, uniting 
them with the Lord Jesus Christ; it led them to love with the same 
affection with which Christ loved. They not only had faith in Him, but 
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Paul had heard also of the love which they showed toward all the 
saints. The strongest bond of union between God’s children is Christ 
Jesus. All earthly bonds are but as tow in the flame. If personal 
ambition stands in the way of mere earthly love, the earthly love is 
sacrificed to personal ambition, and love turns to hatred. But when the 
love is the love which is begotten by the life of the Lord Jesus, and 
when He becomes the bond between the regenerated soul and all 
others, the love abides; and this was the love that was in these 
Christians whom Paul is addressing. 

2 “Cease not to give thanks.” That always ought to be the first 
desideratum in prayer - thanksgiving. Come to God with a spirit of 
thanksgiving. It opens our heart toward Him, it takes away the gloom 
which the enemy would bring. Think of God’s mercies, ponder His 
goodness, the One who has all the eternal and infinite supplies of grace 
and will give us courage to pray. And so Paul, thanking God for these 
converts to Christ, has courage in pleading with God for them. 

3 “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may give.” He does not beat about the bush. There is no 

circumlocution in what he wants. He prays to the One who had made 
Jesus Christ all that He is - to the Father of glory, the One in whom is 
infinite perfection and infinite fullness, the One who has all the eternal 
and infinite supplies of grace and power. He is the One whom he asks 
to give; and he prays, first of all, for a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of God. The knowledge of Jehovah, of His character, 
is more than all the wisdom and power and riches that this world can 
give. Jeremiah 9:23, 24. Of what use is it for us to seek Him if we do 
not believe that He is all that He professes to be? Paul did not want the 
church to be limited in knowledge. He wanted God’s Spirit (Isaiah 
11:2), which is a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of 
counsel and might, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, to 
give them clear vision of what God is. 

4 “Having the eyes of your heart enlightened.” The world would 
not put it that way. It would want the mind enlightened, the intellect 
enlarged, scientific knowledge obtained. Many reformers plead for the 
enlightening of the world and hope that reform will come through 
enlightenment; but it has been demonstrated repeatedly that 
knowledge, alone, increases the power to sin. “Knowledge puffeth up.” 
There is something better than that; for “love buildeth up,” and the 
heart is the seat of love, the seat of the affections. God wishes the 
heart, the affections, enlightened. Connect this with the wisdom and 
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revelation before mentioned. Let us have wise affections, and wise love 
for Him. 

Humanity is led by affection and emotion and impulse more than 
by knowledge and reason and judgment. How often young people 
plunge into unwise marriages, led, not by wisdom, but by affection, 
impulse! Their own best judgment often questions the step; but the 
unwise heart controls, and the fruitage of unhappiness eventually 
follows. There can be no true union between a Christian and a 
worldling. The great jazz world throws reason and righteousness and 
wisdom and good counsel to the winds, and follows the way of the 
unenlightened, uncontrolled heart - the affections, emotions, desires. 
God wants the heart. “The eyes of Jehovah run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward Him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9. Therefore, “Son, give 
Me thine heart.” Therefore first, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart.” Therefore, “Keep thy heart above all that thou 
guardest; for out of it are the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23, margin. All 
may not have knowledge, wisdom, education, ability to speak or write, 
but all, thank God, may have that which is vastly superior to all - 
supreme, all-dominating love to God. Let God’s word guide mind and 
soul and heart, and the harvest will never be disappointing. 

5 “That ye may know.” Oh, how much uncertainty there is among 
nominal Christians at the present time! How few really know God! 
They know of God, and have heard of Him; but how few really know 
Him! Many have heard of hope, and they long that that hope shall be 
theirs, but there is no real true hope. The apostle would have them 
know - “that ye may know what is the hope of His calling.” That “hope 
of His calling” reaches through the veil, reaches beyond this life, takes 
hold upon the resurrection beyond. Acts 24:15. He would have them 
know “the hope of His calling” and “the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints.” He would have them lay hold of all that for 
which Christ died, a complete salvation; He would have them possess 
that assurance which would claim these as their own through Him, the 
Master. Not through any worthiness of their own can they claim it, but 
in the riches of the glory of His grace. That is His purpose. It is for that 
that Christ died. It is for that that the Spirit is given. It is ours to) know 
“the hope of His calling,” and “the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance.” 

6 “And what the exceeding greatness of His power.” It is not the 
power to move the masses of the world by any arts which we possess, 
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by any skill that we have, by any human power or prestige, but power 
over sin, the power which was in our Lord Jesus Christ when He was 
raised from the dead - nothing short of that. But why was Christ raised 
from the dead? We are told in Acts 2:24 that the grave could not hold 
Him. Why could it not hold Him? Because “in the way of righteousness 
is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.” Proverbs 12:28. 
The only means that the grave has of holding souls within its portals is 
because of the sin that is on them. Take away the sin, and they will as 
truly come from the grave when God calls as did our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The power that was in Christ was power over sin, and power over sin is 
power over finished sin, or death. James 1:15. 

7 “Made Him to sit.” The power of the gospel reaches beyond this 
life. It gives power over sin here, but it reaches to “the heavenly 
places.” This is the strength of God’s might which He wrought in 
Christ, and which through Christ He would work out in every soul. 

8 “Far above all rule.” Lucifer sought position. He aimed to take 
the very place of God Himself. “I will make myself like the Most 
High,” he said. Isaiah 14:12-14. Not so with our Lord. When He saw 
man’s dire need, He “emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a 
man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, 
the death of the cross.” Infinite love moved Him, and therefore that 
infinite love made Him worthy of the exaltation that was given Him. 
“Wherefore also God highly exalted Him, and gave unto Him the name 
which is above every name.” Philippians 2:5-9. While in this world He 
was subject to authority; He was in a physical sense given into the 
power of Satan, and into the power of the authority and rule of this 
world. Through the instigation of Satan He was put to death and 
locked in the rock tomb, sealed with the Roman seal; but eternal right 
is eternal might. The grave could not hold Him. God raised Him from 
the dead and exalted Him above every name that is named. 

9”Not only in this world.” Literally, “not only in this age” (see 
margin), not only in this time which we now see. Sometimes Satan 
would lead us to doubt regarding Christ’s cause. Still the Master rules, 
and by and by He is going to rule fully when all sin is put away forever 
in that glorious age to come, the eternal age of the ages. 

10 “All things in subjection.” When Jesus had arisen from the dead, 
He said to His disciples: “All authority hath been given unto Me in 
heaven and on earth.” Matthew 28:18. Not “all power” in the sense of 
energy or might, but “all authority.” It embraces more than mere 
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energy or strength. It is authority to use all these. He is worthy of the 
authority. He who would rule others must learn to rule himself; and our 
Lord Jesus Christ won the absolute and eternal victory over self, 
meeting every temptation which the enemy of souls could devise and 
coming off more than triumphant in them all. 

11 “Head over all things to the church.” There is no other head 
than Christ Jesus our Lord. Elsewhere the apostle brings it down to an 
individual application: “The Head of every man is Christ” (1 
Corinthians 11:3); and because the Head of every man is Christ, the 
true Head of every right combination of men is Christ. The church of 
Christ is not a gross material thing. Its members are here upon the 
earth while they live, from age to age and from generation to 
generation; but these members, though dwelling upon the earth, are of 
heavenly birth. They are born from above, and there their Head, the 
Lord Jesus, is. To set aside the eternal, all-embracing headship of 
Christ, and to put in its place an earthly head, is to usurp His authority, 
for He assures us not only as a church, but also as individuals: “Lo, I 
am with you always.” 
  

His Representative 
Christ has His great Representative here, but that Representative is 

not a visible man, nor is it any set of men. That Representative is the 
Holy Spirit. “I will not leave you desolate,” He tells us as He departed 
from us, “I come unto you.” John 14:18. And then, that we may 
understand what He means, He says: “These things have I spoken unto 
you, while yet abiding with you. But the Comforter, even the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you.” Verses 
26, 27. Again: “He [the Spirit] abideth with you, and shall be in you.” 
Verse 17. And there are many other scriptures which state the same 
great truth, that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the church, has but 
one true, divine Representative in this world with full complement of 
power and authority, and that is the Holy Spirit of truth. 

He has other representatives, He has here His own children; but 
He has no vicar of Christ upon earth save the Spirit of God, and that 
Spirit and the teachings of that Spirit we are to know, because the 
teachings of that Spirit are in harmony with the word which the Spirit 
has before inspired, with the law given by the voice of God at Sinai. 
Therefore God has given us the twofold witness of the Spirit and the 
word - the Spirit in the church and the Spirit in the word, for the body 
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which He has left. Christ is “Head over all things to the church,” and 
“the Head of every man is Christ;” therefore every man can come 
directly to the Head without anything coming between. This does not 
mean that His own people will work at cross purposes. There can be 
no stronger bond of union between the hands and their proper co-
operation than the head which guides them both, and so it is with the 
various members of His body. 

12 “Which is His body.” The human body, the members of the 
human frame, are common figures with the apostle. He uses these in 
great detail in i Corinthians 12, in which he likens the various members 
in the church and the various gifts in the church to the various 
members of the body - Christ the Head, these members composing the 
body. The life of Christ, the thought of Christ and teaching of Christ, 
the obedience of Christ, to be manifest in all the actions of the body. 
And, too, God has made this church of His, His means of revealing the 
Lord Jesus to the world. Christ revealed the Father when He was upon 
the earth. He declares: “As the Father hath sent Me [into the world], 
even so send I you.” Christians are to reveal Christ. They are to show 
forth His wisdom, His life, His character, His power. 

The Lord in various ways reveals Himself to His children, 
sometimes by vision, sometimes by angels, always, continually, by His 
word. But He does not come direcdy in that way to those who are 
outside the church. He reveals Himself to the outside through His 
church. Cornelius could be stirred by an angel to seek after God, but 
the Lord directs him to send for one Simon, whose surname is Peter, 
and he will tell him what to do. Acts 10. The apostle Paul is stricken 
down with conviction as to his course, and he inquires what God 
would have him do, and the Lord sends to him Ananias. Acts 9. 

And thus it ever is: God uses the human agent to speak to those 
who are without. But He does not make this human agent the lord over 
those who hear, or listen, or reject. Even Jesus Himself did not 
condemn those who did not listen, and His followers can do no more 
than did He. He said: “If any man hear My sayings, and keep them not, 
I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the 
world.” That is the mission of His followers, to save; and the bond 
between them is no arbitrary authority of church, or council, or 
conference, or synod, or presbytery, but the one bond of love and life 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, bound together for a better carrying forward 
of His work and the strengthening of each other in that work. This is 
the object of His church militant; and in that church He has placed His 
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wonderful graces, the fullness of Him that fllleth all in all. He who 
recognizes that will not make of the church a deity, nor will he regard it 
lighdy. He will find there all the imperfections of humanity, but he will 
also find there all the fullness of the Master, working to bring all things 
“to the praise of the glory of His grace.” 

Christ designs that heaven’s order, heaven’s plan of government, 
heaven’s divine harmony, shall be represented in His church on earth. 
Thus in His people He is glorified. Through them the Sun of 
Righteousness will shine in undimmed luster to the world. Christ has 
given to His church ample facilities, that He may receive a large 
revenue of glory from His redeemed, purchased possession. He has 
bestowed upon His people capabilities and blessings that they may 
represent His own sufficiency. The church, endowed with the 
righteousness of Christ, is His depositary, in which the riches of His 
mercy, His grace, and His love are to appear in full and final display. 
Christ looks upon His people in their purity and perfection, as the 
reward of His humiliation, and the supplement of His glory, - Christ, 
the great Center, from whom radiates all glory. - The Desire of Ages, 
page 680. 
  


