COUNSELS TO PARENTS,
TEACHERS, AND STUDENTS






COUNSELS

Parents, Teachers, and Students
REGARDING
Christian Education

by
ELLEN G. WHITE

AUTHOR OF

Christ’s Object Lessons, The Ministry of Healing,
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
Education, Steps to Christ

“TRUE KNOWLEDGE IS DIVINE

Nampa, Idaho




Copyright, 1913, by
ELLEN G. WHITE

Renewal, 1941

Copyright, 1943, by
The Ellen G. White Publications




PREFACE

As early as 1872, counsel and instruction regarding
Christian education began to come from the pen of Ellen
G. White to Seventh-day Adventists. The first compre-
hensive article on this subject, entitled “Proper Educa-
tion,” is found in Testimonies for the Church, volume
3, pages 131-160. In the thirty pages of this article may
be found, in embryo or in well-developed form, every
fundamental principle which should govern the training
and instruction of children and youth. Revolutionary
as some of the views expressed may have seemed to be
at the time of writing, they are today recognized and
advocated by progressive educational thinkers. Seventh-
day Adventists may justly regard themselves as highly
favored in that such a fundamental outline of educational
principles appeared so early in their literature.

That brief yet comprehensive outline, given to lead us
into right educational paths, has been followed through
the years by further, more detailed counsels, reiterating
the principles first set forth, expanding their application,
and urging their adoption. Christian Education and
Special Testimonies on Education, two small works pub-
lished in the nineties, carried these messages to the people.

Finally, in 1903, Education, a masterpiece in the field
of character education, was presented to the general
reading public by Ellen G. White, and through many
printings and translations it has conveyed its helpful
messages to thousands in this and in other lands. But
the special detailed instruction, specifically addressed to
Seventh-day Adventists, could not well be included in
this popular volume intended for more general distribu-
tion; and the earlier works having passed out of print,
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much of the wealth of specific counsel of great value to
us was no longer available. To provide this, together with
later and fuller writings on certain phases of the topic,
this work, Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students,
was published in 1913.

Brought to view in this volume are the principles and
methods of presenting an education which “includes not
only mental discipline, but that training which will secure
sound morals and correct deportment”—that education
which will “fit men and women for service by developing
and bringing into active exercise all their faculties.”

As the subject is developed, there are clearly set forth
the responsibilities and duties of parents, heartening
counsel to guide the teachers in their work, and practical
instruction to those who devote the years of their youth
in preparing for a life of service.

At the close of each section, a page under the title “For
Further Study” presents references to other E. G. White
books containing related instruction. With the publica-
tion of the four volumes, Fundamentals of Christian
Education (1923), Messages to Young People (1930), The
Adventist Home (1952), and Child Guidance (1954),
the sources of available related E. G. White materials is
greatly expanded. In this printing the references on the
“For Further Study” pages have been broadened to in-
clude these helpful sources.

That this volume may serve yet more fully as a guide
to parents and teachers in advancing “the most delicate
work ever entrusted to mortals,” that of bringing “man
back into harmony with God,” is the earnest desire of the

ublishers and
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THE HIGHER EDUCATION

The most essential lessons for teach-
ers and students to learn, are those
which point, not to the world, but from
the world to the cross of Christ.

THE ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

Higher education is an experimental knowledge of the
plan of salvation, and this knowledge is secured by ear-
nest and diligent study of the Scriptures. Such an educa-
tion will renew the mind and transform the character,
restoring the image of God in the soul. It will fortify the
mind against the deceptive whisperings of the adversary,
and enable us to understand the voice of God. It will
teach the learner to become a co-worker with Jesus Christ,
to dispel the moral darkness about him, and bring light
and knowledge to men. It is the simplicity of true godli-
ness—our passport from the preparatory school of earth
to the higher school above.

There is no education to be gained higher than that
given to the early disciples, and which is revealed to us
through the word of God. To gain the higher education
means to follow this word implicitly; it means to walk in
the footsteps of Christ, to practice His virtues. It means
to give up selfishness and to devote the life to the service
of God. Higher education calls for something greater,
something more divine, than the knowledge to be ob-
tained merely from books. It means a personal, experi-
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mental knowledge of Christ; it means emancipation from
ideas, from habits and practices, that have been gained in
the school of the prince of darkness, and which are op-
posed to loyalty to God. It means to overcome stubborn-
ness, pride, selfishness, worldly ambition, and unbelief.
It is the message of deliverance from sin.

Age after age the curiosity of men has led them to seek
for the tree of knowledge, and often they think they are
plucking fruit most essential, when in reality it is vanity
and nothingness in comparison with that science of true
holiness which would open to them the gates of the city
of God. Human ambition seeks for knowledge that will
bring to them glory, and self-exaltation, and supremacy.
Thus Adam and Eve were influenced by Satan until
God’s restraint was snapped asunder, and their educa-
tion under the teacher of lies began. They gained the
knowledge which God had refused them—to know the
consequences of transgression.

The tree of knowledge, so-called, has become an in-
strument of death. Satan has artfully woven his dogmas,
his false theories, into the instruction given. From the
tree of knowledge he speaks the most pleasing flattery in
regard to the higher education. Thousands partake of the
fruit of this tree, but it means death to them. Christ says,
“Ye spend money for that which is not bread.” Isaiah
55:2. You are using your heaven-entrusted talents to
secure an education which God pronounces foolishness.

Upon the mind of every student should be impressed
the thought that education is a failure unless the under-
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standing has learned to grasp the truths of divine revela-
tion, and unless the heart accepts the teachings of the
gospel of Christ. The student who, in the place of the
broad principles of the word of God, will accept common
ideas, and will allow the time and attention to be ab-
sorbed in commonplace, trivial matters, will find his mind
becoming dwarfed and enfeebled. He will lose the power
of growth. The mind must be trained to comprehend the
important truths that concern eternal life.

I am instructed that we are to carry the minds of our
students higher than is now thought to be possible. Heart
and mind are to be trained to preserve their purity by
receiving daily supplies from the fountain of eternal
truth. The education gained from a study of God’s word
will enlarge the narrow confines of human scholarship,
and present before the mind a far deeper knowledge to be
obtained through a vital connection with God. It will
bring every student who is a doer of the word into a
broader field of thought, and secure to him a wealth of
learning that is imperishable. Without this knowledge it
is certain that man will lose eternal life; possessing it, he
will be fitted to become a companion of the saints in light.

The divine mind and hand have preserved through
the ages the record of creation in its purity. It is the word
of God alone that gives to us an authentic account of
the creation of our world. This word is to be the chief
study in our schools. In it we may learn what our re-
demption has cost Him who from the beginning was
equal with the Father, and who sacrificed His life that
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a people might stand before Him redeemed from every-
thing earthly, renewed in the image of God.

God’s appointments and grants in our behalf are with-
out limit. The throne of grace is itself the highest attrac-
tion, because occupied by One who permits us to call Him
Father. But Jehovah did not deem the plan of salvation
complete while invested only with His love. He has
placed at His altar an Advocate clothed in His nature. As
our intercessor, Christ’s office work is to introduce us to
God as His sons and daughters. He intercedes in behalf
of those who receive Him. With His own blood He has
paid their ransom. By virtue of His own merits He gives
them power to become members of the royal family, chil-
dren of the heavenly King. And the Father demonstrates
His infinite love for Christ by receiving and welcoming
Christ’s friends as His friends. He is satisfied with the
atonement made. He is glorified by the incarnation, the
life, death, and mediation, of His Son.

The science of salvation, the science of true godliness,
the knowledge which has been revealed from eternity,
which enters into the purpose of God, expresses His
mind, and reveals His purpose—this Heaven deems all-
important. If our youth obtain this knowledge, they will
be able to gain all else that is essential; but if not, all the
knowledge they may acquire from the world will not
place them in the ranks of the Lord. They may gather all
the knowledge that books can give, and yet be ignorant
of the first principles of that righteousness which will give
them characters approved of God.
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The Peril in Worldly Education

To many who place their children in our schools,
strong temptations will come because they desire them
to secure what the world regards as the most essential
education. To these I would say, Bring your children to
the simplicity of the word, and they will be safe. This
Book is the foundation of all true knowledge. The high-
est education they can receive is to learn how to add
to their “faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” “If these things
be in you, and abound,” the word of God declares, “they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . If ye do
these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall
be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter
1:5-11.

When the word of God is laid aside for books that lead
away from God, and that confuse the understanding
regarding the principles of the kingdom of heaven, the
education given is a perversion of the name. Unless
the student has pure mental food, thoroughly winnowed
from the so-called “higher education,” which is mingled
with infidel sentiments, he cannot truly know God. Only
those who co-operate with heaven in the plan of salvation
can know what true education in its simplicity means.

Those who seek the education that the world esteems
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so highly are gradually led farther and farther from the
principles of truth, until they become educated world-
lings. At what a price have they gained their education!
They have parted with the Holy Spirit of God. They
have chosen to accept what the world calls knowledge in
the place of the truths which God has committed to men
through his ministers and apostles and prophets.

And there are some who, having secured this worldly
education, think that they can introduce it into our
schools. There is constant danger that those who labor
in our schools and sanitariums will entertain the idea that
they must get in line with the world, study the things
the world studies, and become familiar with the things
the world becomes familiar with. We shall make grave
mistakes unless we give special attention to the searching
of the word. The Bible should not be brought into our
schools to be sandwiched between infidelity. God’s word
must be made the groundwork and subject matter of
education. It is true that we know much more of this
word than we knew in the past, but there is still much to
be learned.

The true higher education is that imparted by Him
with whom is “wisdom and strength,” out of whose
mouth “cometh knowledge and understanding.” Job
12:13; Proverbs 2:6. In a knowledge of God all true
knowledge and real development have their source.
Wherever we turn, in the mental, the physical, or the
spiritual realm; in whatever we behold, apart from the
blight of sin, this knowledge is revealed. Whatever line
of investigation we pursue with a sincere purpose to ar-
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rive at truth, we are brought in touch with the unseen,
mighty Intelligence that is working in and through all.
The mind of man is brought into communion with the
mind of God, the finite with the Infinite. The effect of
such communion on body and mind and soul is beyond
estimate.—Education, page 14.

In the Teacher sent from God all true educational
work finds its center. Of this work today, as verily as
of the work He established eighteen hundred years ago,
the Saviour speaks in the words, “I am the first and the
last, and the Living One.” “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end.” Revelation 1:17, 18;
21:6, R.V.

In the presence of such a Teacher, with such oppor-
tunity for divine education, what worse than folly is it
to seek an education apart from Him—to seek to be wise
apart from Wisdom; to be true while rejecting Truth; to
seek illumination apart from Light, and existence without
the Life; to turn from the Fountain of living waters, and
hew out broken cisterns, that can hold no water!—Edu-
cation, page 83.

Dear teacher, as you consider your need of strength
and guidance,—need that no human source can supply,—
I bid you consider the promises of Him who is the won-
derful Counselor. “Behold,” He says, “I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” Revelation
3:8. “Call unto Me, and I will answer thee.” Jeremiah
33:3. “I'will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
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thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.” Psalm
32:8. “Even unto the end of the world,” “I am with you.”
Matthew 28:20.

As the highest preparation for your work I point you to
the words, the life, the methods, of the Prince of teachers.
I bid you consider Him. Here is your true ideal. Behold
it, dwell upon it, until the Spirit of the divine Teacher
shall take possession of your heart and life. “Reflecting as
a mirror the glory of the Lord,” you will be “transformed
into the same image.” 2 Corinthians 3:18, R.V.—Educa-
tion, page 282.

Advancement in true education does not harmonize
with selfishness. True knowledge comes from God and
returns to God. His children are to receive that they may
give again. Those who through the grace of God have
received intellectual and spiritual benefits, are to draw
others with them as they advance to a higher excellence.
And this work, done to promote the good of others, will
have the co-operation of unseen agencies. As we faith-
fully continue the work, we shall have high aspirations
for righteousness, holiness, and a perfect knowledge of
God. In this life we become complete in Christ, and our
increased capabilities we shall take with us to the courts
above.
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