Chapter 1

Because You Love Only The Lovely

Trying to go to sleep one night in an already overcrowded, smoke-
filled compartment on the train, I was much annoyed when the sixth
man stumbled through the door smelling strongly of liquor. I was
disgusted and felt he should sleep elsewhere if he insisted on drinking. I
must confess I felt like telling him so and thought of asking the
conductor to remove him.

No, it’s not wrong to hate the smell of liquor, but I was having
difficulty realizing this liquor was not in a bottle but in a child of God,
a candidate for His kingdom. Finding it hard to separate the liquor
from the man, I was inclined to cast both out.

God was not long in bringing me to repentance. The night was not
pleasant, but I determined to do what I could to help this man. The
next day, when we were alone, we had a long talk. He wept as he told
of starting to drink only seven years before, of how he had lost family
and job as a result. Now he was on his way to Johannesburg to seek
help at a hospital for alcoholics. A man needing help - even seeking
help - and I would have cast him out of my presencel!

To add to the needed rebuke, only days after arriving in
Johannesburg, I received a letter which began thus: “Dear Mr. Kerbs:
Many thanks for your kindness to my son on the train.” The son of a
praying, worrying mother! And I, who claim to be secking the lost, was
almost unready to help him whom God had brought to me!

“To bend every energy toward some apparently great work, while
we neglect the needy or turn the stranger from his right, is not a service
that will meet His approval.“1

Must I Like Everyone?

Christlike human relations must take in the whole world. Will
Rogers, much-loved American humorist, said, “I never met a man I
didn’t like.” If an actor and humorist could say this, how much more
should we, who claim to represent Him who “so loved the world,” be
able to love everyone! This is possible. And it need be no mere
pretense. As we recognize our own impetfections - and we will more
and more as we draw closer to Christ - we will not dislike others
because of their faults. As we dwell upon the good in people - and
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there is some good in everyone (even a stopped clock tells the correct
time twice each day!) - making allowances for each individual’s peculiar
heredity and environment, we can genuinely, from the heart, like
everyone.

A Christian wife, after having spent many years with an imperfect
husband - which all husbands are - declared that she loved him “for his
faults.” This was a bit difficult for me to understand when I heard it
fifteen years ago. But is it not true that, with the mind of Christ,2
whose “grace did much more abound” “where sin abounded,*3 we can
come to have much affection for the person who is most faulty? Will
we not find our hearts going out, in a special way, toward those who
are most in need of love and understanding, patience and gentleness?

A Modern Magdalene

Again on the train, a young woman made herself too available to
the men in my compartment. A Mary Magdalene? This she made clear.
What would be my reaction? The important question in this case was
not concerned with our sometimes too narrow definition of “morality.”
God had a finer lesson to teach me. The question soon became clear:
“Will this man, this minister, who claims to be living the life of Christ,
be able to reject sin without rejecting the sinner?” Oh, how easy it is to
confuse the two and treat both sin and sinner with similar contempt!

After she learned that I was a minister, and after I read a portion of
Scripture aloud, she expressed her own belief in God. There followed a
beautiful testimony of how she at the point of death had reached up
and grasped the hand of God. This “sickness” had been from a self-
inflicted bullet wound, one of several attempts at suicide. Her wrists
were badly scarred. She sadly related the story of her impending
divorce, of four nervous breakdowns, of two lovely children whom she
longed for but was not permitted to keep because of her nervous
condition. Though convinced that no one in this world really cared for
her, she did not question the goodness of God. She wept as I prayed,
and expressed gratitude for my promise to pray for her daily.

Yes, a sinner, trying to satisfy a longing for love in a sinful way, but
nonetheless a child of God in need of help, a baby girl who had slipped
from mother’s arms and gone astray.

“Many have fainted and become discouraged in the great struggle
of life, whom one word of kindly cheer and courage would have
strengthened to overcome.... Never lose an opportunity to say a word
to encourage and inspire hope. We cannot tell how far-reaching may be
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our tender words of kindness, our Christlike efforts to lighten some
burden. The erring can be restored in no other way than in the spirit of
meekness, gentleness, and tender love.“4

A Rewarding Experiment

A nurse earned the nickname “Gillette” because of her cutting
words, her sharp tongue. Mr. Potter, an eighty-one-year-old patient,
though a very peaceable gentleman, confessed that even he smarted a
bit under her treatment.

He debated the matter silently for some time and decided that
perhaps there was a kindlier facet to her nature, if only one could
discover it.

So Mr. Potter set out to make the discovery. He met her with a
smile the next morning and asked if he had offended her in any way.
She stood rigidly by his bedside frowning deeply while he offered to
apologize and make amends.

His experiment was more than successful. Even he was surprised
when suddenly she flung her arms about his neck and said in broken
voice, “No, my dear, you have been a perfect gentleman. I have great
respect for you. I know I am crabby at times and have treated you
badly, but you’ve never retaliated like the others!”

Mr. Potter concludes, “You can’t judge the marmalade by the label
on the jar,” and affirms that “Gillette and old Potter lived happily ever
afterward!”

In mastering the fine art of human relations, we must have no
misgivings in regard to the goal of loving all people - the lovely with
the unlovely, the proud with the humble, the sinner with the saint. Yes,
and those of another race with those of our own. The heathen with the
Christian, anothet’s children with ours, the vile with the pure, the rich
and poor, the ignorant and the educated.

Christ Is The Answer

To put on courtesy and sweetness when we choose to can never
substitute for “putting on Christ.”” Christ is rather to be “put in” than
“put on” like a garment. He actually dwells within, and when He does
there is no need for pretense. “The impulse to help and bless others
springs constantly from within.“5 “When obeying Him we shall be but
carrying out our own impulses.” 6 To have the right kind of relations
with our fellow humans we must have the experience of the apostle
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Paul to which he referred when saying, “I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me.“7 When we have this experience we will -
Hate The Sin, But Love The Sinner.
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