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Chapter 1 

First, a Word With Parents 

  
The story of life is a story of love, and it is the high privilege and 

the sacred duty of the parent to teach it. When the little child comes in 
all innocence to his father or his mother, asking, “Daddy, where did 
you get me?” “Mother, where did I come from?” what shall they tell 
him? and how shall they teach? 

Let them teach him the truth. But first they must know the truth, 
and then they must know how to teach it. The world has so long gone 
in the way of obscenity and pornography that even to many good 
people the subject of sex has become in greater or lesser degree taboo. 
Others think more lightly of sex, and they have never been trained to 
think sanely of life and its processes; and even though desirous of 
instructing their children, they are hampered by their inhibitions and a 
false philosophy, and they put off the ordeal until it is too late for them 
to save their children. If parents fail to teach when the time is 
opportune, their children’s minds will be turned to other sources of 
information, and there is not one chance in a hundred that those 
sources will be pure. And impurity could mean ruination of their lives. 
  

Purity 
Parents must, by the grace of God, rid themselves of the idea, if 

they have it, that sex is inherently vile; and they must come to see and 
to believe in their inmost souls that, on the contrary, it is the good and 
beautiful and mysteriously wonderful plan of the Creator to give to us 
and to our children His own life and love. So must parents believe; and 
so, in their intelligent marital life, must they make it to be as they relate 
to each other. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” - see Him, 
not alone in the glory of yonder heaven, but in the glory of the life He 
gives us now. “Heaven lies about us in our infancy,” and it is the 
privilege of parents to “become as little children,” and to open the 
wonders of that heaven to the little child. 

In bestowing the power to bring forth new life, God made fathers 
and mothers to be copartners with Him in creation. It is His greatest 
natural gift to us. Every part of the science of reproduction, rightly 
conceived and lived, is pure and holy and beautiful, providing a 
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wonderful story to tell our children. We are not only to tell them that 
God is their Father and our Father. That is true; but the truth must be 
explained and illustrated and made precious. 

Therefore we are to teach them how God is the source of life and 
the giver of life to all things, and, in the highest degree, to His human 
children. God, our heavenly Father, is to be made the central theme in 
the story of life. 
  

Time 
When is the time to teach a child the story of life and its origin? 

Certainly when he begins to ask questions about it, if not before. That 
may be when he is four years old, or five, or six. Whenever it is, it is 
time to answer him, truthfully and clearly. Occasionally there may be a 
child who does not ask of a parent at any time; but in such case it is not 
commonly because he is incurious, but because there is lack of 
confidence in his parents, and possibly because, even so young, his 
mind has been poisoned by wrong associations. The maintenance of 
ready confidence between parent and child is of inestimable 
importance; its loss is an irreparable injury. 

But the parent has a means, and should employ it, to prepare the 
child’s mind for the reception of sex truth before he questions about 
his own origin. God has given us the object lessons for this. Both the 
father and the mother must prepare themselves to instruct their child, 
and not only must they be ready to answer his questions about birth 
matter-of-factly, as they would any other question, but they must have 
prepared his mind beforehand to relate this truth of his own life with 
the truth about all life. Parents, be assured of this: Before your child is 
many years old, someone will have given him sex information. Who 
shall it be? The parent may teach wisely; most others will not. 
  

Way 
How shall parents teach the story of the beginning of life? Let them 

first learn as much as they can, and ever more, about the reproductive 
processes of the lower orders of life. In all but a few very primitive 
forms, in both the plant and the animal kingdom, God, the Creator, has 
made every species bisexual; that is, male and female. This is true of 
plants - herbs, shrubs, and trees. It is true of animals - insects, fishes, 
reptiles, birds, and mammals. In an ascending order related to 
intelligence, we see practically all living forms beneath us arranged in 
families, with fathers and mothers and children. The flowers have their 
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children, the butterflies have theirs, and so have the birds and the four-
footed creatures. Here is the great world spread out before us in object 
lessons, teaching not only the processes of generation, but countless 
lessons of love and obedience to the law of the Creator and of the 
family. Children delight in this story of life. They are made happy with 
the revelation of the beautiful flower parents and their babies; they are 
charmed with the story of the bird fathers and mothers and children; 
and the wild animals and the domestic animals, with their varied history 
of parents and young, some of them intimately connected with the 
child as pets, bring our children step by step to the climax of God’s 
love in giving life to them. It is only gross and willful ignorance that 
can keep parents out of this world of light and beauty and make them 
deny the truth to their children. Parents, let us take our children by the 
hand and lead them into the presence of God, who is our Father and 
theirs. 
  

Reason 
Yet it is not strange that so many parents have hesitancy and fear in 

approaching this subject. When they were children and youth, they 
learned what little they learned of this holy truth from polluted sources 
that made it vile in their minds. The devil has smeared the life of God 
in the muck of obscenity, and he has taught it to the world. Many 
persons, abhorring that filth, have confused it with the life it covers, 
and they condemn the life which is God’s. They need help to catch the 
vision of God, to receive His clean science, and to give it to their little 
ones. 

To assist parents in what is to many a difficult task, this book is 
written. It follows the line of teaching already suggested, beginning 
with the flowers and continuing upward in the plan of organized life - 
not, indeed, dealing with every successive form, but presenting in a 
simple progression representative stages in the scheme of creation; and 
through all, it teaches the flowing of the love of God. This is the most 
vital matter: that God be brought close to the consciousness of the 
child in every expression of life. There is no being called “Nature,” 
though we have fallen into the way of giving that name to the forces of 
life. What men call nature is God working in and through the forms of 
life He has created. God is not distant from us; He is close to us, our 
heavenly Father. This is the most precious lesson that the child can 
learn. 
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Method 
The parent should first read through this book, and determine what 

use he will make of it. It is put in child language, not to indicate that it 
must be read as a story to the child, but rather to help parents 
understand the child mind and use the child’s language. Some older 
children can benefit from direct reading, and it may be read if the 
parent thinks best; but in most cases the ideal way is for parents to tell 
the story to their children. It will be apparent that the story of life as 
told in this book is in form for the young child. Its concepts are very 
simple, and its expression is in conversational style suited to the young-
child mind. One would not tell it so to the adolescent, or to the 
preadolescent, or even to the eight-year-old. Other books for them. 
Speech and form must fit the degree of mental maturity. “First the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 
  

Leisure 
Do not hurry; the book is not to be given to the child at one sitting. 

The field of teaching it covers may possibly occupy from one to three 
years. It is necessary, in order to give the science in compact form, thus 
to condense it in this little book; but let parents and all readers 
understand that such a condensation does not mean it is to be given 
quickly and solidly. To do so would be to give the child mental 
indigestion, and possibly moral obliquity. Be natural. Follow the child’s 
interest; answer his questions as they come; lead him into the next 
division of the subject as his developing intelligence indicates. If the 
parent will study this book for himself, digest it, and be ready to teach 
the subject in parts, as the child needs it, that will be following our 
purpose. 

When the story is told to the child, it may be desired to change 
persons or names to fit conditions. 

The few words which may be unfamiliar will be found, with their 
pronunciations and definitions, in the glossary. 
  

To Mother 
Where did I come from, Mother dear? 
I know the verse that they say: 
“Out of the everywhere into the here”; 
But I couldn’t have come that way. 
The birdie is hatched, the puppy is born, 
The flower comes from a seed. 
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Was I maybe hatched from a kernel of corn? 
Or just grew up, like a weed? 
I must be as good as any of these: 
Tell me, Where did I come from, please? 

  
From Mother 
Where did you come from, Billy Boy? 
And where did you, Marianne? 
My darling children, my life and joy, 
I will tell you as best I can. 
You are worth far more than the beautiful flowers, 
More precious than birdies dear; 
God gave you to be forever ours, 
And we’re glad you are safely here. 
So I will tell you the story true 
Of where you came from and how you are you. 

  


