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C h a p t e r  1

Praying for Our Neighbors

“Everlasting gospel”—Revelation 14:6

Shortly after moving to a new neighborhood, my wife and I 
discovered that it got pretty loud at night. We complained 

about our neighbors for a while before deciding that we should 
be praying for them. We didn’t even know their names, but we 
made a prayer list anyway.

We prayed for “the big boat neighbors,” who had a massive 
boat parked in their driveway. We prayed for “the cussing neigh-
bors,” who cussed more than the rest. We prayed for “the man 
with two dogs,” who always came by our house about six o’clock 
in the evening, yelling at his dogs, who were pulling him along 
faster than he wanted to go.

But when you pray to Jesus consistently for people for a few 
weeks, He puts a desire in your heart to do something else to 
help them. We talked it over and decided to start a Bible-study 
group in our home on Tuesday evenings. We personally invited 
the people on our prayer list. We also handed out invitations to 
the rest of the homes in the neighborhood. And we invited people 
from our church family to join us.

On the first night, we had six visitors in our home: five from 
the church and “the man with two dogs.” We learned his name 
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was Bill, he was sixty-five, and he was about to retire from a job 
building Goodwill stores across a multistate area. Bill didn’t say 
much during our hour together. When it was his turn to read, he 
just said, “Pass.” But at the end, he said, “Thank you.” The next 
week everyone came back, including Bill. But the third week no 
one came except Bill. 

He looked around and asked, “Where is everyone?” 
“They must be busy this week or out of town,” my wife replied. 

She was so glad we hadn’t canceled because I was traveling.
“Well, then is it OK if I just ask some questions?”
“Sure.”
“In our Bible-study guides, there are often two numbers with 

two dots between them. What is that?”
“Great question! The Bible is organized into books. And each 

book is organized into chapters and verses. The Bible study guide 
gives the book and then the chapter and verse. That’s what the 
two numbers are.”

“Oh. That makes sense. In my new Bible, there is big print at 
the top of the page and little print at the bottom. What is that 
all about?”

“You have a study Bible. The big print is the actual Bible given 
by God. And the small print is commentary written by someone 
that may or may not be helpful or accurate. Always focus most 
on the big print.”

“Wow! Thanks. I’m learning so much!”
The fourth week everyone came back, including Bill. The 

study was about the everlasting gospel, or good news. We read 
about how we are all sinners (Romans 3:23) and deserving of 
death (Romans 6:23), but Jesus came to live and die to pay for 
our sins (Isaiah 53:5). He rose from death and is now in heaven, 
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listening to our prayers (Hebrews 4:14–16). And when we put 
our trust in Him, we receive the eternal life He alone can give 
( John 3:16; 1 John 5:11–13). We learned that Jesus wants to 
take care of all the baggage of our past (1 John 1:9), give us 
victory over our struggles in the present (1 John 2:1), and let 
us know He has promised us an incredible future ( John 14:1–
3). And we read Jesus’ invitation to come to Him (Matthew 
11:28–30) and let Him be in charge of every part of our lives 
(1 Thessalonians 5:23).

At the end of the study, I invited each person (if they wanted 
to) to say, “Jesus, I want You to be in charge of every part of my 
life.” That night Bill invited Jesus to be his Savior and Lord! I 
was so excited! I could imagine Jesus up in heaven saying to the 
angel Gabriel, “Start a new mansion! Someone else has accepted 
Me, and I am giving him a sense of peace he never had before. 
I’ll transform him, and someday I’ll bring him to My house when 
I lead the parade home.”

A few weeks later, my wife called me on the phone. 
“Bill’s wife, Sharen, just came over and asked whether you 

would have his funeral.”
“What? What happened?”
“He was with his grandson at the mall when he had a massive 

heart attack and fell dead on the floor.”
I met with the family to prepare for the funeral. Sharen told me 

that Bill loved the Bible study each week and would come home 
and tell her everything he had learned, inviting her to come. She 
said he had never owned a Bible until they bought one for him 
so he could bring it to the Bible study.

Someday soon “the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 
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of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 
with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16–18). I believe Bill will be with the dead in 
Christ who will rise first and fly to meet Jesus in the air!

The same Jesus that transformed Bill can transform anyone! 
This great news, also known as the “everlasting gospel” (Revela-
tion 14:6), will be proclaimed to the whole world before Jesus 
returns (Matthew 24:14). Those who accept Jesus will see their 
lives improve in many ways (Mark 10:29, 30). They will become 
bolder in sharing the everlasting gospel with others because they 
realize it contains God’s power to change lives (Romans 1:16). 
They won’t settle for a false, watered-down gospel that doesn’t give 
peace to their hearts and transform the entire direction of their 
lives (Galatians 1:6–8). And they recognize that, as Paul wrote, 
“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy 
in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you 
continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move 
from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that 
you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant” (Colossians 
1:21–23, NIV).

Do you want to take a few minutes right now to ask Jesus to 
be in charge of every part of your life? Do you want Him to take 
care of your past, your present, and your future? Do you want to 
start or reconfirm a forever friendship with Jesus? Do you want 
to have the courage to invite others to make the same decision?
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For further study on the “everlasting gospel” (Revelation 14:6)

Where will the gospel be preached before Jesus returns? Matthew 
24:14

When Jesus preached the gospel, what other activities did He do 
for people? Matthew 9:35

When people accept Jesus and His gospel, will their lives improve? 
Mark 10:29, 30
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Why should we not be ashamed to share Jesus’ gospel? Romans 
1:16

Does the everlasting gospel include everything Jesus offers us to 
take care of our past, present, and future? 1 Corinthians 15:1–4, 
51–54

If we confess our sins to Jesus, what will He do? 1 John 1:9
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Will Jesus give us the power to say no to temptation if we ask 
Him? Hebrews 4:15, 16; 1 Corinthians 10:13

Are there “false gospels” we must avoid? Galatians 1:6–8

I choose to 
_____ ask Jesus to be in charge of every part of my life (1 Thes-
salonians 5:23), 

_____ learn to see Jesus in every part of the Bible as I study it 
daily (Luke 24:27, 44, 45),

_____ invite my friends to accept Jesus and be changed by Him 
(Colossians 1:21–23).

My resolution
I want Jesus to be in charge of every part of my life, and I want to 
invite others to make that same decision.


