MAKING FRIENDS FOR GOD
Study Guide
By Mark A. Finley
If we sow the seed, God will grow the seed!

The New Testament church placed a priority on witnessing and had a passion for evangelism. The
apostle Paul shares this valuable insight in Acts 20:20, “And | taught you publicly and from house to
house.”

Successful soulwinning combines personal work in the homes of people with the public proclamation of
God’s Word. Public Evangelism without personal work in the home, often produces little results.

The book Making Friends for God with this accompanying study guide is specifically designed to inspire
each member with a greater desire to share their faith and deepen their understanding of effective

principles of personal evangelism.

In this brief study guide, | summarize each chapter in Making Friends for God in one or two sentences
and provide four discussion questions for small groups.

Chapter 1: Why Witness

Witnessing is God’s means of saving lost people not because God cannot save them some other way but
because understanding God’s love as revealed in the Bible provides people with the best opportunity to
be saved.

1. Does our witness have any impact on the salvation of someone else?

2. Does sharing our faith and loving ministry to others have any relationship to our own spiritual
growth? If it does why do you think so?

3. Does our witness effect God in any way?

4. What relationship does witnessing have to the finishing of God’s work on earth in the light of
Matthew 24:14?



Chapter 2: Winsome Witnesses: The Power of Personal Testimony

An unbeliever may argue with you over doctrine. They may debate with you over the existence of God
or may question the veracity of scripture, but a life changed by the power of Christ is difficult to argue
about. Our personal testimony of what Christ has done for us, is the most powerful witness in favor of
the gospel.

1.

Who were the first missionaries Christ ever sent out? Read Mark 5:15-20. What was the power
of their witness?

Why do you think changed lives make such a difference in our witness?

Read Acts 4:1-20. What happened when the authorities tried to silence Peter and John?

Analyze Paul’s testimony to King Agrippa. What lessons can we glean form Acts 26:1-32 that we
can apply for today?

Chapter 3: Seeing People Through Jesus Eyes

Jesus viewed the roughest and most unlikely candidates for the kingdom of God as winnable. When we
see people as Jesus saw them, with the eyes of divine compassion, we will find opportunities for witness
everywhere.

1.

In Mark 8 verses 22-26 Jesus performed a two-stage miracle. He touched the man’s eyes twice
to restore His sight. Why did Jesus do that and what can we learn from this “second touch”
miracle about restoring our spiritual blindness to see people as Jesus saw them?

Analyze Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman in John 4. What do you notice about how
Jesus related to her?

What insights does Acts 1:8 give us about both the power to witness and where to begin our
witnessing?

How does the story of Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch reveal divine truths about Jesus
providential leading?



Chapter 4: Interceding for Others

Prayer makes a difference. When we pray for others, it opens up channels for God to work more
powerfully than if we did not pray.

Prayer in the hands of the believer is a powerful weapon that defeats the enemy. When we pray God
sends additional heavenly angels to influence the minds of those we are praying for.

1. If God is doing everything He can to reach people without our prayers, why do you think we
should pray for others?

2. What example does Jesus give us in intercessory prayer? Read Luke 3:21; 5:16; 9:18; 22:31-34

3. Analyze Paul’s intercessory prayer in Ephesians 1:15-21. How does the apostle Paul’s prayer
influence our prayer life?

4. Throughout this chapter we emphasize intercessory prayer. What new prayer initiative can your
church establish preliminary to your next evangelistic series?

Chapter 5: Spirit Empowered Witnessing

With careful logical, reasoning we might be able to convince people of the truth of scripture but only the
Holy Spirit can change their hearts and transform their lives. This chapter is all about the Holy Spirit’s
power in witnessing and His ability to radically transform lives.

1. What are the Holy Spirit’s roles in witnessing?

2. What impresses you most in this chapter about the Holy Spirit and witnessing?

3. ReadJohn 15:26,27 and John 16:8. What encouragement did Jesus give to His disciples about
His return to heaven, and how did this relate to their ability to witness for Him?

4. How are the Word of God and the Holy Spirit linked in successful witnessing?

5. The chapter mentions people that were open to the Spirit’s impressions: Lydia, the Philippian
Jailer, Crispus and others. What should this tell us about our own faith sharing efforts?



Chapter 6: Unlimited Possibilities

This chapter focuses on spiritual gifts. God is the giver of all good gifts. The gifts of the Spirit are given to
believers to build up the church of Christ and to enable it to witness to the world.

1. Why do spiritual gifts promote the unity of the church?

2. What if I don’t sense | have any spiritual gifts? Discuss 1 Corinthians 12:11. Who does God give
spiritual gifts to, and what is their purpose?

3. How can we discover our spiritual gifts? What do you think these three words mean? Gifts,
ministries, and activities? How do the ministries of the church assist us in discovering our
spiritual gifts?

4. Do our spiritual gifts come fully developed? Use examples from your own life.

Chapter 7: Sharing the Word

Witnessing is all about Jesus and the truths He has outlined in His Word. The Word of God is life
changing. The Spirit of God impresses the mind with the transformational truths of God’s Word, and we
are changed. As we study the Bible with others, it is not our Word, but God'’s that changes lives.

1. What are some of the symbols of God’s Word we discuss in this chapter? How do they
encourage us in our witness?

2. What does it mean that God’s Word is a creative Word, and how does that apply to your
personal witness?

3. Read the following two texts, 1 John 1:9 and Philippians 4:13. Share with your small group how
you would apply these passages; first to someone feeling guilty and needing forgiveness, and
second a person needing strength to overcome some specific sin.

4. Think of someone in your life that may be responsive to the gospel. What steps might you take
to begin Bible Studies with them?



Chapter 8: Ministering Like Jesus

Jesus was concerned about the whole person, physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. He cared
for people—really cared. People are much more open to the gospel if they know that we genuinely care
for them. When we minister to the needs of others, they sense that our witness is authentic.

1. Share some specific examples from this chapter on how Jesus cared for people, sometimes very
difficult people.

2. Read Matthew 9:1-7. How did Jesus link spiritual truths with divine healing?

3. How can your local church become a center of health and healing in the community? Describe
what a church that is a center of influence looks like?

4. What ministries can your church launch in your community to meet the felt needs of people that
might eventually lead them to be interested in spiritual things?

Chapter 9: Develop a Winning Attitude

Many churches do not grow because the members do not believe they can grow. Some call this the
“self-fulfilling” prophecy syndrome.

Churches remain small at times because they do not believe evangelism works. They may have had poor
results in the past. Always remember God blesses what we do not what we don’t do, and eternity will
reveal eternal results that we may not see now.

1. How does Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman that we studied in an earlier chapter
reveal the importance of believing that God can open unexpected doors? Compare John 4:39-42
with Acts 8:4,5 and discuss how seeds planted today flourish tomorrow.

2. What are the essentials of a positive attitude toward the growth of the church? Discuss the

attitude of your church when it comes to outreach? Does your church place priority in winning
the community?

3. What is the foundation of accepting others that we discuss in this chapter?

4. Outline the principles we have discussed in this chapter on a winning attitude. What changes do
you think your church needs to make to implement these principles?



Chapter 10: An Exciting Way to Get Involved

Throughout the New Testament, small groups meeting in homes form a basis for outreach. The New
Testament emphasis on spiritual gifts given by God to each member for the building up of the church
and witness to the community are often exercised in small groups that reach out in evangelism to the
community. In this chapter we discuss how you can be involved in a small group in your witness to the
community.

1. Discuss some examples from scripture as outlined in this chapter of small groups.

2. What is the purpose of small groups? Is it more than nurture among members, as important as
that is? Do small groups have an outreach function? How might that look?

3. If you are part of a small group, share it with the group you are meeting with. If you are not a
member of a small group, discuss what it would take for you to start a small group with a friend?

4. List at least three values of becoming part of a small group that you have gleaned from this
Chapter.

Chapter 11: Sharing the Story of Jesus

Jesus is the center of all the Bible and ought to be the center of all of our witnessing. Every doctrine of
the Bible tells us something about Jesus.

In this chapter we will study some basic principles of Christ-centered witnessing. Nothing argues more
eloquently for the gospel than an individual totally in love with Christ whose life has been changed by

that love.

1. Share your testimony with your group. What does Jesus mean to you? How has He changed
your life? What difference would it make in your life if you did not know Christ?

2. Why do you think our personal testimonies are so important in witnessing? What insights does
this chapter give us?

3. What are the essentials of a powerful, positive, Christ-centered testimony?

4. What role does the assurance of salvation play in your personal testimony. Read first John 5:11-
13 and discuss the importance of the assurance of salvation in witnessing.



Chapter 12: A Message Worth Sharing

God has entrusted Seventh-day Adventists with a special end time message to prepare the world for the
coming of Jesus. Scripture reveals two comings of Christ—His first coming to usher in the kingdom of
grace and His second coming to usher in the kingdom of glory. The prophetic messages of Daniel and
Revelation are uniquely designed to unfold the plans of God and unmask the plans of Satan. It is this
unique Adventist witness that is the focus of this chapter.

1. Inthe first century, the message of the first coming of Christ to usher in the kingdom of grace
was termed, “present truth”. (2 Peter 1:12) What is present truth? Why are the messages of
Daniel and Revelation “present truth” for today? How do these messages speak especially to
this generation?

2. If you had to summarize Revelation’s focus in one sentence, what would that sentence be?
3. How is Jesus the center of Revelation’s last day message?

4. Why is public evangelism important in the hour that we live? What lessons do you learn from
this chapter that can apply to the importance of public evangelism?



Chapter 13: A Step in Faith

Churches grow when they take a step of faith when they reach out to their communities in multi-faceted
ways ministering to the felt needs of people around them. Churches grow when they stretch to go
beyond what they believe is possible. Faith is not seeing, it is believing—believing God can do
“exceedingly, abundantly, much more than we can ever ask or think” This chapter explores how your
church can take this leap of faith and experience God’s richest blessings.

1. What example does Jesus give us in taking this “leap of faith”. Discuss Philippians 2: 5-11 as
explained in the chapter.

2. What if you were in Peter and John's place and Jesus called you. Do you think you would have
taken the “leap of Faith” they took? What attitudes does it take to step out in faith? How does
this apply to witnessing and your community?

3. The chapter discusses love in action. Does love always require action? Can we love without
acting? Can we act without loving?

4. Describe what it means to be a true disciple of Christ as discussed in the chapter in the
paragraph on the cost of discipleship.

5. What practical steps can your church take to be more intentional about reaching out to the
community in soulwinning ministry.

God promises to bless our soulwinning efforts. We may not always see the
results here but someday in eternity we will see the results of our prayers
offered, our testimony shared, our literature distributed, our Bible studies
given, and our evangelistic meetings conducted. If we sow the seed, God will
grow the seed. May you be a “friend-maker” for God and you will have
friends for all eternity.
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