M E L O D Y

M A S O N

Publishing Association

Nampa, Idaho | www.pacificpress.com

Contents
Introduction

11

THE WORD THAT BREAKS
1. The Beauty in Brokenness
Roof Off, Walls Down

18

2. Our Greatest and Most Urgent Need
Real, Raw, and Spiritually Weak

27

3. The Call to Holiness
God’s Ideal and Our Reality

35

4. Dying to Self in a Selfie Generation
Where All Battles Begin

46

5. Willing to Be Made Willing
The First Steps to Spiritual Victory

54

THE WORD THAT RESTORES
6. Captivated by His Love
Discovering Our Heart’s True Desire

68

7. Singing the Sweeter Song
Fullness of Joy at Jesus’ Feet

75

8. Finding Hidden Treasure
Experiencing the Living Word

85

9. Praying the Promises
Gaining Strength for the Everyday Journey

97

10. Daring to Live by Every Word
Life Lessons From Our Savior

107

THE WORD THAT TRANSFORMS
11. Jesus, Make Yourself at Home
Handing Over All the Keys

118

12. Following in His Footsteps
Virtuous Living in an Unvirtuous World

127

13. Where All True Ministry Begins
A Home Ruled by Love, Mercy, and Grace

137

14. Opening the Windows of Heaven
Gaining a Heart for the Eternal

147

15. Conformed to Transformed
Redeeming the Time

155

16. Entertainment Center versus Holy Temple
Living for the Glory of God

166

THE WORD THAT EMPOWERS
17. It’s All About Worship
Moving Beyond the Adventist Cliché

178

18. Having the Faith of Jesus
Are We Ready to Take Our Stand?

189

19. Set Apart for His Glory
Keeping Holy Things Holy

197

20. Daring to Ask for Even More
Unleashing God’s Power for Mission

208

21. Becoming a Living Sacrifice
Finding Hope in the Midst of Suffering

220

22. It’s OK to Die!
The Best Is Yet to Come

230

23. Closing Thoughts

240

RESOURCES
Recommended Books

243

Appendices 1–6 study resources

247

Endnotes

272

Acknowledgements

284

Chapter 1

The Beauty in Brokenness
Roof Off, Walls Down
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a
contrite heart—these, O God, You will not despise.
—Psalm 51:17

I

will never forget the time several years ago, as I was preparing to lead
a prayer service for a large event the next day, how the Holy Spirit
convicted me of something specific in my life that I needed to make
right with God. Overwhelmed, I sank to my knees on the floor that
night as I prayed, “Oh Lord, please forgive me . . .”
However, while I confessed my sin to God, certain steps were necessary to make proper amends. But I couldn’t take these steps immediately, so I wasn’t sure what to do. Should I still go forward with my
prayer ministry responsibilities, or should I get someone else to fill in
for me until I had made things right?
As a respected leader in ministry, it was very humiliating to think
of admitting to others that I had failed God in a specific area. I didn’t
want to make a stir and appear spiritually weak to my teammates, or to
the many strangers that were in attendance at the meetings. So with a
heavy heart and tears in my eyes, I went to sleep that night determined
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that I would ask someone else to lead the prayer service the next day.
However, the next morning as I set out to find someone to take my
place, God stopped me in my tracks as the Holy Spirit began speaking
to my heart. “Melody, you need to lead the prayer service this morning.
Don’t get someone to replace you!”
“Wait, God . . . You can’t mean this,” I said as fresh tears came to my
eyes. But the Holy Spirit continued to speak to my heart.
“Yes, I want you to lead. However, you are not to lead it as the person you want everyone to think you are. Don’t you see? I’m not looking
for people to lead who cover up their sins and go on as if everything
is OK. I’m looking for yielded, broken vessels; vessels that will humble
themselves to such a degree that pride is gone. Only then can I use
them for My glory. I know this hurts, but you need to share with the
congregation what I convicted you of last night. Be honest about how
you’ve failed Me! Then invite them to come with you to the Cross to
put away all sin and compromise. You see, if people wait to come until
they have everything in order, they will never come.”
Again, I began to protest. “I can’t do this, Lord! What will everyone
think when they see how I’ve failed You?”
The Holy Spirit spoke softly to my heart as He turned my eyes toward heaven. “It doesn’t matter what they think. This is not about
protecting your reputation. This is about bringing glory to God. But if
He is to work, you must humble yourself.”
Oh, how I did not want to obey the Holy Spirit’s promptings that
morning. If I could have run away like Jonah, or crawled in a cave, I
would have done so immediately. But I knew what I must do. I had to
obey.
Shaking and with tears in my eyes, I went before hundreds of people that morning and shared what the Lord had laid on my heart. You
could have heard a pin drop in the room as everyone listened. “Jesus
tells us to come as we are,” I said softly as I continued to wipe tears
away from my eyes. “So I’m coming as I am, and I’m inviting you to
join me at the foot of the Cross.”
At this invitation, everyone got out of their chairs and came forward
to the front of the room. There was soft weeping here and there as
different people asked God’s forgiveness for those areas of sin and compromise that had crept into their lives. And the Holy Spirit was there.
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In hindsight, I think it was one of the most sweet, sacred prayer services
I’ve ever experienced, for God did a deep work of cleansing among all
of us that morning. Many hearts were broken, but how beautiful and
healing the brokenness was.
In the book Steps to Christ, we are told:
If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself better. How
many there are who think they are not good enough to come to
Christ. Do you expect to become better through your own efforts?
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then
may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” Jeremiah
13:23. There is help for us only in God. We must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We
can do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just as we are.1
Of course, in general, private sins should be kept private. What happens in secret, between God and us, is always more significant than
what happens in public.2 However, since the Holy Spirit convicted me
to share, I knew I needed to be transparent and open that morning
with those present.
I will never forget one elderly gentleman who came forward after
the service. He told me how he had come to the meetings with a crusty
heart of skepticism and doubt, but seeing me honestly share my struggles and my need of the Savior had convicted him of his own need, and
as a result, that morning he decided to give his heart to the Lord.
“I’ve never seen leaders on the platform be real before like you were
today, Melody,” he told me through moist eyes. “It always seems like
such a performance at religious events. But you showed me today that
God is real because I saw how He was convicting you, breaking you,
and changing you. Thank you.” His voice was cracking as he spoke.
Roof off and walls down
Ellen White writes, “We shall often have to bow down to weep at the
feet of Jesus, because of our shortcomings and mistakes. But we are not
to be discouraged. . . . As we distrust our own power, we shall trust the
power of our Redeemer.”3
Thankfully, God is a God of mercy, and He understands our
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weaknesses. It’s because His mercies are new every morning that we are
not consumed (Lamentations 3:22, 23). However, repentance is only
genuine if we surrender ourselves to be genuinely changed.
I love what author Norman Grubb writes in his book Continuous
Revival: The Secret to Victorious Living :
All Christian relationships are two-way, not one-way. They are hori
zontal as well as vertical. . . . We cannot, for instance, say that we
have become righteous before God through faith in Christ and yet
continue to be unrighteous among men.4
Let me put it this way. We can liken a man to a house. It has a roof
and walls. So also man in his fallen state has a roof on top of his sins,
coming between him and God; and he also has walls up, between
him and his neighbor. But at salvation, when broken at the cross,
not only does the roof come off through faith in Christ, but the
walls fall down flat, and man’s true condition as a sinner-saved-bygrace is confessed before all men.
Unfortunately, the trouble soon begins again after conversion—
and here lies the basic hindrance to continued revival. Continued
revival is continued brokenness; but brokenness is two-way, and
that means that the walls [must be] kept down as well as roof off.
But man’s most deep-rooted and subtle sin is the subtle sin of pride:
self-esteem and self-respect. Though hardly realizing it, while we are
careful to keep the roof off between ourselves and God through repentance and faith, we soon let those walls of respectability creep
up again between ourselves and our brethren. We don’t mind our
brethren knowing about the success we have in our Christian living.
If we win a soul, if we lead a class, if we have a prayer answered, if we
get good ideas from Scriptures—we don’t mind if they hear about
these things, because we get a little reflected credit because of them.
. . . [But] if God has to deal with us over our impatience or temper
in the home, over dishonesty in our business, over coldness or some
other sin, by no means do we easily bear testimony to our brethren
of God’s faithful and gracious dealings in such areas of failure. Why
not? Just because of pride. . . . The fact is, we love the praise of men
as well as of God, and that is exactly what the Scriptures say stops
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the flow of confession before men (John 12:42–43).5

Life lessons from Corrie
Corrie Ten Boom, along with her family, helped save the lives of more
than 800 Jews during the Nazi Holocaust of World War II. As a result
of her family’s underground work in Holland, the entire family was
arrested and sent to Ravensbrück, one of the most brutal concentration
camps in all of Germany. Thousands died there!
By the time Corrie was miraculously released from the concentration camp in December of 1944, all of her closest family members
had died while in prison. However, instead of nursing her wounds or
growing bitter, Corrie went on to spend the remaining years of her life
traveling the world, sharing the love of Jesus.
Corrie was known and loved for her compassion and her sweet spirit
of grace and humility. And many were brought to Jesus by her testimony. Yet, she was still very human, just like you and me.
One time, while traveling in Cuba, Corrie shared how she had been
struggling sitting through a long evening of meetings. She had just
given a message about the love of God and then had to wait on the
platform while two more men shared lengthy presentations. It was very
hot and humid, pesky bugs were everywhere, and it was getting late.
Corrie was tired, and her patience was wearing thin as the last speaker
began to make a lengthy appeal.
“Surely, no one is in the mood to do anything but go home,” Corrie
grumbled to herself. “I hope no one comes forward. I’m aching for my
bed.”
But to her great surprise, many people began coming forward, responding to the call. Some had tears in their eyes. Suddenly, Corrie recognized the selfishness of her heart. Here she had hoped people would
not give their life to Jesus that night simply because she was tired, hot,
and weary. Immediately, she confessed her sin to God and asked His
forgiveness, then she got up to pray with those who had come forward.
The next day, Corrie was asked to speak at a large church in an
upper-class area of Havana. Many prominent and affluent people were
present. As she came into church that morning, they handed her the
program booklet that contained her flowery introduction. It read:
“Corrie Ten Boom is a most popular world evangelist. . . . She is tireless
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and completely selfless in her absolute dedication to the cause of the
gospel.” As she read the introduction, her heart sank. “Oh Lord,” she
prayed, “if only these people knew who the real Corrie Ten Boom is,
they would not have come to hear me speak this morning.”
“Why don’t you tell them who the real Corrie is . . . ” the Holy Spirit
answered. Immediately, Corrie began to protest. “But Lord, if I tell
them, what if they reject me?” Again she heard the soft but firm voice,
“Can I bless a lie?”
So that morning, Corrie opened her heart and told her audience the
truth. As a result, many hearts were broken, and the foundation for
genuine revival was laid.6
Roy Hession writes, “To be broken is the beginning of revival. It is
painful, it is humiliating, but it is the only way.”7
Unfortunately, there aren’t a lot of resources out there on how to be
broken. It’s not as if you can look on Amazon and find a selection of
books on how to mourn and weep over your sins, or on how to humble
yourself. Besides, who really wants to be broken?
“Our culture is obsessed with being whole and feeling good. This
drive affects even the way we view the Christian life. We want a ‘painless Pentecost’; we want a ‘laughing’ revival. We want gain without
pain; we want resurrection without going through the grave; we want
life without experiencing death; we want a crown without going by
way of the cross. . . . But in God’s economy, the way up is down. You
and I will never meet God in revival until we first meet Him in brokenness.”8
What is true brokenness? you might wonder. Some think it is constant morbid introspection. Others think it’s about being overly emotional in religious services, or depressed in spirit while everyone else is
happy. Let me assure you, it is none of the above. While heart searching
is needed, and at times the emotions will be stirred, these things in and
of themselves are not the signs of true brokenness. The reality is that
many people have cried their hearts out and never yet experienced true
genuine brokenness.
“True brokenness is a moment-by-moment lifestyle of agreeing with
God about the true condition of my heart and life—not as everyone
else thinks it is, but as He knows it to be. Brokenness is the shattering
of my self-will—the absolute surrender of my will to the will of God.
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It is saying, ‘Yes, Lord!’—no resistance, no chafing, no stubbornness—
simply submitting myself [no matter the pain or cost] to His direction
and will in my life.”9
While the shattering of “self-will” is often a painful process, one of
the recurring themes that we see again and again throughout Scripture
is that God always does His best work through broken humble people.
Just consider the stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Naomi, Ruth, Esther, and many of the prophets.
Priceless dust
Brokenness is truly the most sacred offering and sacrifice we can give
to God. Indeed, it is the only sacrifice we have to give. The Bible tells
us, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite
heart—these, O God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).
If you look up the verb “contrite” in Psalm 51:17, you find that it
comes from the Hebrew word dâkâh, which means to crumble, to beat
in pieces, to break, to crush to powder, to dust, to utterly destroy.
Think about it. If something is broken, you might be able to glue it
back together, but you can’t glue dust back together. And that’s what
we are in reality—dust, broken vessels!
“What an exalted privilege!” we are told. “Finite beings, of dust and
ashes, admitted through the mediation of Christ, into the audience
chamber of the Most High.”10
And to think, not only do we have an audience with God, but dust is the
very ingredient that God uses again and again to work His best miracles.
In the beginning, God planted all the beautiful trees and plants in
the Garden of Eden in dust so they would grow and produce fruit
(Genesis 1:11). Then God formed man, His crowning work of crea
tion, from dust and breathed into him the breath of life so that he
would produce fruit (Genesis 2:7; Genesis 1:28).
Pause for a second here. Do we recognize that all our best fruit and
labors, all our best works, apart from the breath of life, the blood of
Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit, are nothing more than dust?
And yet, frequently, we get so arrogant that we glory in our dust!
Thankfully, even after the curse of sin fell upon the world, Jesus still
cared about the dust. And so He returned to earth to continue His
work among broken humanity (1 Samuel 2:8). While He used dust to
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restore the blind man’s sight (John 9:5, 6), it is the dust and brokenness
of life that He often uses today to restore our spiritual sight. He was
good at mixing water with dust to make clay. And it is as moldable clay
(mud) in the hands of the Master Potter that we become all that He’s
created us to be even in this fallen world (Jeremiah 18:6).
As one author so eloquently writes, “Dust doesn’t have to signify the
end. Dust is often what must be present for the new [life] to begin.”11
Yes, dust truly can become beautiful if it is in the hands of a loving
God. And surrendered dust is priceless!
As we begin this journey, daring to live by every word, let’s give God
our dust—the dust of genuine brokenness from a heart that says, “Yes,
Lord! All I have to offer You is broken and flawed. Even my best efforts
are merely dust, but I’m willing to give all my dust to You and become
clay in the hands of the Master Potter. Roof off, walls down, whatever
You say, I’m Yours.”

Daring to Live by Every Word—Going Deeper!
Roof Off, Walls Down: Psalm 51:1–19

If you’ve ever raised a horse, you know that the horse has to be broken in—meaning it’s will must be broken so that it will be submissive
to its master. The same must happen to our self-will before God can
truly work in us. And that will only happen as we learn to yield to the
Word. So open your Bible and pick up a pen and notebook as you consider the following “going deeper” Bible study questions.
• Isaiah 57:15—Where does God dwell?
• Psalm 51:17—How can we worship God more fully with our brokenness?
• 2 Corinthians 7:9–11—What are the results of godly sorrow?
• Psalm 51:1–19—What did David ask for in his prayer of repentance?
• 1 John 1:5–9—How does God respond to genuine repentance?
• Luke 15:11–32—What does the prodigal son’s story tell us about
God’s heart?

26

Daring to Live by Every Word
• Psalm 139:23, 24—Write down a prayer in your own words, patterned after this psalm, as you seek God for genuine repentance and
humility.

Along with each Going Deeper segment, I’m going to suggest a song
taken from the Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal. I encourage you to sing
each song shared and soak in the message it brings. If you are not a
singer, then find the song and reflect on the words. For this chapter, as
you contemplate what you’ve read, I encourage you to sing or reflect on
the well-known favorite, “Just as I Am,”12 hymn no. 313.
To go even deeper, consider downloading the document “Clearing
the Way for the Holy Spirit,” by Scott Griswold.13 And may our prayer
truly be, “Roof off, walls down, whatever You say, Lord, I’m yours!”
Time to dig deep into God’s Word, get on our knees, and allow the
Holy Spirit to take this message deeper into our hearts!

