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t SECTION I t

Introduction: 

“The light that I have received, I have written out, and much of it is now shining forth 
from the printed page. There is, throughout my printed works, a harmony with my present 
teaching.”1 

4
“The plan of redemption is comprehensive, but its parts are few, each depending on the 

other, and all working together in utmost simplicity and entire harmony.”2

4
“To the last God permits Satan to reveal his character as a liar, an accuser, and a murderer. Thus 

the final triumph of His people is made more marked, more glorious, more full and complete.”3

4
“The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will continue 

to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of darkness shall reach 
their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the churches who re-
ceive not the love of the truth.”4

 1.  Selected Messages, bk. 3, 38.
 2.  Signs of the Times, January 4, 1899.
 3.  Selected Messages, bk. 3, 414.
 4.  Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 99. 

The Great Controversy Theme  
Is the  

Grand Central Theme of the Bible
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“The heavenly universe is watching with the deepest interest the conflict between Christ in the 
person of His saints, and the great deceiver.”5

4
“We cannot appreciate the truth only in contrast with error; with the dark background, false 

doctrines, and error, the truth shines forth clear and connected, link after link, uniting in a perfect 
whole; it binds all that is good and true together, and connects them with heaven.”6

4
“We are on the earth as combatants. This is not time or place for us to be negligent, indiffer-

ent, or careless. We have a heaven to win and a hell to shun. There is frequently presented to me a 
scene of conflict and of determined opposition. How can it be otherwise when we are in an enemy’s 
country?”7 

4
“Every Christian should understand that there is a decided warfare going on between the chosen 

people of God and the powers of darkness. When men are content to live merely for this world, 
the inclination of the heart unites with the suggestions of the enemy, and his bidding is done. 
But when they seek to leave the black banner of the power of darkness, and range themselves 
under the bloodstained banner of Prince Emmanuel, the struggle begins, and the warfare is 
carried on in the sight of the universe of heaven. Everyone who fights on the side of right, must 
fight hand to hand with the enemy. He must put on the whole armor of God, that he may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. Our foes are within and without. We are assailed by tempta-
tions which are numerous and deceiving, the more perilous because not always clearly discerned. 
Often Satan conquers us by our natural inclinations and appetites. These were divinely appoint-
ed, and when given to man, were pure and holy. It was God’s design that reason should rule the  
appetites, and that they should minister to our happiness. And when they are regulated and con-
trolled by a sanctified reason, they are holiness unto the Lord.”8

4
“The working out of the great plan of salvation, as manifest in the history of this world, is not 

only to men but to angels a revelation of the Father. Here is seen the work of Satan in the degra-
dation and ruin of the race by sin, and, on the other hand, the work of God in man’s recovery and 
uplifting through the grace of Christ. Every soul that develops a righteous character and with-
stands the power of the wicked one is a testimony to the falsehood of Satan’s charges against the 
Divine government. Through the eternal ages the exaltation of the redeemed will be a testimony 
to God’s love and mercy.”9 

 5.  Ibid., vol. 2, 343.
 6.  Ibid., vol. 5, 273.
 7.  Ibid., vol. 12, 112. 
 8.  Ibid., vol. 14, 294.
 9.  Ibid., vol. 17, 338.
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“The science of salvation is a grand theme, and all the glory of restoring the image of God in 
man is to be laid at the feet of the Eternal.”10

4
“That which our people must have interwoven with their life and character is the unfolding of 

the plan of redemption and more elevated conceptions of God and His holiness, brought into the 
life. The washing of the robes of character in the blood of the Lamb is a work that we must attend 
to earnestly while every defect of character is to be put away.”11

4
“Between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah will come the last great conflict 

of the controversy between truth and error. Upon this battle we are now entering—a battle 
not between rival churches contending for the supremacy, but between the religion of the Bi-
ble and the religions of fable and tradition. . . . Many have come to deny doctrines which are 
the very pillars of the Christian faith. The great facts of creation as presented by the in-
spired writers, the fall of man, the atonement, the perpetuity of the law—these all are prac-
tically rejected by a large share of the professedly Christian world. Thousands who pride 
themselves on their knowledge regard it as an evidence of weakness to place implicit  
confidence in the Bible, and a proof of learning to cavil at the Scriptures and to spiritualize and 
explain away their most important truths.”12

4
“In the great controversy between good and evil, Satan must be given every opportunity to 

develop his true character, that the heavenly universe, and the race for whom Christ was giving 
His life, might see the righteousness of God’s purposes. Those under the control of the enemy must 
be allowed to reveal the principles of his government.”13 

4
“There is no warfare between Satan and his agents, between fallen angels and those who have 

yielded themselves to evil. Both possess the same attributes, both through sin are evil. But between 
Christ’s followers and the powers of darkness there is an unwearied conflict, which is to have no 
end till Christ shall come the second time without sin unto salvation, to destroy him who has de-
stroyed so many souls through his deceptive power.”14 

4
“To secure peace and unity they were ready to make any concession consistent with fi-

delity to God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly purchased at the sac-
rifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the compromise of truth and  
righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war.  Well would it be for the church and the 

 10.  Signs of the Times, May 24, 1899. 
 11.  Counsels to Writers and Editors, 81.
 12.  Prophets and Kings, 625.
 13.  Signs of the Times, March 28, 1900.
 14.  Ibid., October 17, 1900. 
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world if the principles that actuated those steadfast souls were revived in the hearts of God’s pro-
fessed people. There is an alarming indifference in regard to the doctrines which are the pillars 
of the Christian faith. The opinion is gaining ground, that, after all, these are not of vital impor-
tance. This degeneracy is strengthening the hands of the agents of Satan, so that false theories and 
fatal delusions which the faithful in ages past imperiled their lives to resist and expose, are now 
regarded with favor by thousands who claim to be followers of Christ.”15 

4
“The great sin of the Jews was their rejection of Christ; the great sin of the Christian world 

would be their rejection of the law of God, the foundation of His government in heaven and 
earth.”16

4
“In all ages, through the medium of communion with heaven, God has worked out His purpose 

for His children, by unfolding gradually to their minds the doctrines of grace.”17

A.  The Great Controversy Theme (GCT) explains the larger purpose of the plan of 
salvation.

1.  The entire universe needed to see all the issues in the Great Controversy caused 
by rebellion. 

“God, the One infinite and all-wise, sees the end from the beginning, and in dealing 
with evil His plans were far-reaching and comprehensive. It was His purpose, not merely 
to put down the rebellion, but to demonstrate to all the universe the nature of the 
rebellion. God’s plan was unfolding, showing both His justice and His mercy, and fully 
vindicating His wisdom and righteousness in His dealings with evil.”18 

“The Christian is a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. Singular?—Yes; he 
has a most singular, peculiar character, because his life is worked out after the divine si-
militude. The inhabitants of unfallen worlds and of the heavenly universe are watching 
with an intense interest the conflict between good and evil. They rejoice as Satan’s subtle-
ties, one after another, are discerned and met with ‘It is written,’ as Christ met them in His 
conflict with the wily foe. Every victory gained is a gem in the crown of life. In the day of 
victory all the universe of heaven triumphs. The harps of the angels send forth the most 
precious music, accompanying the melody of the voice.”19 

“This world is a theater. The actors, the inhabitants of the world, are preparing to act 
their part in the last great drama. God is lost sight of. . . .  A power from beneath is working 

15.   The Great Controversy, 45, 46.
16.   Ibid., 22.
17.   The Acts of the Apostles, 564.
18.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 78. 
19.   Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1088.
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to bring about the last great scenes in the drama—Satan coming as Christ, and working 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in those who are binding themselves together 
in secret societies. Those who are yielding to the passion for confederation are working 
out the plans of the enemy. The cause will be followed by the effect.”20

“The controversy that began in heaven was to be continued on the earth. In this contro-
versy much was to be involved. Vast interests were at stake. Before the inhabitants of the 
heavenly universe were to be answered the questions: ‘Is God’s law imperfect, in need of 
amendment or abrogation, or is it immutable? Is God’s government in need of change, or is 
it stable?’ . . . It was not merely the interests of one world that were at stake. This earth was 
the battle-field, but all the worlds that God has created would be affected by the result of the 
conflict. . . . Satan sought to make it appear that he was working for the liberty of the uni-
verse. He was determined to make his arguments so varied, so deceptive, so insidious, that 
every one would be convinced that God’s law was tyrannical.”21 

2.  The entire universe will see God’s fairness when the controversy is over. 

“By the facts unfolded in the progress of the great controversy, God will demonstrate the 
principles of His rules of government, which have been falsified by Satan and by all whom he 
has deceived. His justice will finally be acknowledged by the whole world, though the acknowl-
edgment will be made too late to save the rebellious. God carries with Him the sympathy and 
approval of the whole universe as step by step His great plan advances to its complete fulfill-
ment. He will carry it with Him in the final eradication of rebellion. It will be seen that all who 
have forsaken the divine precepts have placed themselves on the side of Satan, in warfare against 
Christ. When the prince of this world shall be judged, and all who have united with him shall 
share his fate, the whole universe as witnesses to the sentence will declare, ‘Just and true are 
Thy ways, Thou King of saints.’ Revelation 15:3.”22 

“The heavenly worlds and heaven itself were amazed at God’s long forbearance.”23 

3.  The plan of salvation includes more than the salvation of men and women. 

 “Through the plan of salvation a larger purpose is to be wrought out even than the 
salvation of man and the redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the character 
of God in Christ, the beneficence of the divine government would be manifested before 
the universe, the charge of Satan refuted, the nature and results of sin made plain, and the 
perpetuity of the law fully demonstrated.”24

20.   Ibid., 1106. 
21.   Signs of the Times, August 27, 1902.
22.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 79. 
23.   Signs of the Times, August 27, 1902.
24.   Ibid., February 13, 1893.



6 • THE GREAT CONTROVERSY THEME IN THE WRITINGS OF ELLEN G. WHITE

4.  God made this world of human beings to enlarge heaven.

 “God made the world to enlarge heaven. He desired a larger family. And before man was 
created, God and Christ entered into a covenant that if he fell from his allegiance, Christ would 
bear the penalty of transgression. Man fell, but he was not left to the power of the destroyer. 
‘God so loved the world that He gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ To the Redeemer was given all power to impart to 
fallen human beings for their benefit and blessing.”25 

B.  The GCT gives us the dual purpose of the gospel: to reveal the true character of our 
maligned God and to restore the image of God in men and women.

1.  The biblical definition of the gospel is found in Romans 1:16, 17—“For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes 
[Gr. “has faith”], for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”

“Study Christ. Study His character, feature by feature. He is our Pattern that we are 
required to copy in our lives and our characters, else we fail to represent Jesus, but pres-
ent to the world a spurious copy. Do not imitate any man, for men are defective in habits, 
in speech, in manners, in character. I present before you the Man Christ Jesus. You must 
individually know Him as your Saviour before you can study Him as your pattern and 
your example. . . . (Romans 1:16-19).”26 

“Truth is inspired and guarded by God; it will live, and will succeed, although it may 
appear at times to be overshadowed. The gospel of Christ is the law exemplified in char-
acter. The deceptions practiced against it, every device for vindicating falsehood, every 
error forged by satanic agencies, will eventually be eternally broken, and the triumph of 
truth will be like the appearing of the sun at noonday.”27 

2.  The plan of redemption would vindicate the character of God who had been so 
maliciously challenged.

“But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation 
of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the 
inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it 
was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sac-
rifice—its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man—the Sav-
iour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: ‘Now is the judgment of this 

25.   Ibid., December 25, 1901.
26.   Selected Messages, bk. 3, 170.
27.   Manuscript Releases, vol. 17, 10.
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world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all unto Me.’ John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man 
would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would jus-
tify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the 
perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin.”28 

3.  The plan of redemption would also restore the image of God in the redeemed. 

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about which every other in the whole book 
clusters, is the redemption plan, the restoration in the human soul of the image of God. 
From the first intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced in Eden to that last glori-
ous promise of the Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His name shall be in their 
foreheads’ (Revelation 22:4), the burden of every book and every passage of the Bible is 
the unfolding of this wondrous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of God, ‘which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57. He who 
grasps this thought has before him an infinite field for study. He has the key that will un-
lock to him the whole treasure house of God’s word.”29

“The very essence of the gospel is restoration.”30

“He came to the world to display the glory of God, that man might be uplifted by its 
restoring power.”31

“We can see in the cross of Calvary what it has cost the Son of God to bring salvation 
to a fallen race. As the sacrifice in behalf of man was complete, so the restoration of man 
from the defilement of sin must be thorough and complete.”32

“The restoration and uplifting of humanity begins in the home. The work of parents 
underlies every other.”33

“By infinite love and mercy the plan of salvation had been devised, and a life of proba-
tion was granted. To restore in man the image of his Maker, to bring him back to the 
perfection in which he was created, to promote the development of body, mind, and soul, 
that the divine purpose in his creation might be realized—this was to be the work of re-
demption. This is the object of education, the great object of life.”34 

28.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 68, 69.
29.   Education, 125, 126. 
30.   The Desire of Ages, 824.
31.   Ibid., 664.
32.   Christian Education, 112.
33.   The Ministry of Healing, 349.
34.   Education, 15, 16.
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4.  God’s plan for our redemption is never forced on anyone and He never uses 
coercion or capricious punishment.

“After God sends light and evidence, calculated to convince any rational, unprej-
udiced mind, and it is not received or acted upon, but rather treated with contempt, 
resisted, and refused, the Holy Spirit is withdrawn, and men are left in their chosen 
obstinacy.”35 

“We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings 
the punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring 
the sure result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change 
of character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men 
separate themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the 
sure result is ruin and death.”36 

“Unless we understand the terms of our salvation, and are willing to be wholly obe-
dient to the Word of God, we can never be admitted to the city of God. Could this be 
possible, and those who refuse to comply with the conditions of salvation be admitted to 
the home of the redeemed, they would introduce their own unsanctified ideas into the 
heavenly family, and a second rebellion would be created.”37 

5.  In His plan for our redemption, God has provided everything necessary for 
restoring His image in men and women. 

“Through the plan of redemption, God has provided means for subduing every sin-
ful trait, and resisting every temptation, however strong.”38 

“By transgression, man became his captive, and man’s kingdom also was betrayed into 
the hands of the archrebel. Now the way seemed open for Satan to establish an indepen-
dent kingdom, and to defy the authority of God and His Son. But the plan of salvation 
made it possible for man again to be brought into harmony with God, and to render 
obedience to His law, and for both man and the earth to be finally redeemed from the 
power of the wicked one.”39 

“The Lord’s purposes for His people have ever been the same. He desires to bestow 
on the children of men the riches of an eternal inheritance. His kingdom is an everlast-
ing kingdom. When those who choose to become obedient subjects of the Most High 
are finally saved in the kingdom of glory, God’s purpose for mankind will have been 
fulfilled.”40 

35.   The Youth’s Instructor, November 30, 1893.
36.   Selected Messages, bk. 1, 235.
37.   Manuscript Releases, vol. 10, 147.
38.   Selected Messages bk. 1, 82. 
39.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 331. 
40.   Review and Herald, December 26, 1907.
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6.  The plan of redemption is the center of all truth but is often buried in the rub-
bish of error.

“It was the plan of redemption, which was to call forth the intellect, to thrill the soul, 
and prepare it for the great power of God, which is salvation to all who believe—a truth 
so large, so deep, so full and complete, it could be the center of all truth hitherto re-
vealed, presenting in a more exalted manner that which had been buried beneath a mass 
of rubbish and error. The work of Christ was to replace old truths in the framework of 
the gospel, and by bringing clearly to view neglected obligations, renovate the world.”41 

7.  God always gives sufficient evidence to satisfy those who honestly seek the 
truth (John 7:17).

 “God never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient evidence upon which to base 
our faith. His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His word, are all established by 
testimony that appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never 
removed the possibility of doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. 
Those who wish to doubt will have opportunity; while those who really desire to know 
the truth will find plenty of evidence on which to rest their faith.”42 

“But there came the unbelieving question, ‘What sign showest Thou then, that we may 
see, and believe Thee? what dost Thou work?’ Had not the Jews just had fresh evidence in 
the feeding of the five thousand? What work, what sign, could Christ present before them 
to increase their faith? If evidence should be piled upon evidence, it would not, could not, 
do more for them than had the evidence which had already been given. It was not evi-
dence that they wanted; it was an excuse to avoid the cross involved in the acceptance 
of the Gospel.”43 

“The Gospel of Christ was a stumbling-block to the Jews, because they required signs 
instead of a Saviour; but the Lord would not have His people rest in signs and outward 
forms. He would not have them wait until every seeming objection is removed before they 
believe. God will never remove all seeming difficulties from our path. Those who wish to 
doubt may find opportunity; those who wish to believe will find plenty of evidence on 
which to base their faith.”44

8.  God had eternal purposes that allowed for both a rebellion and His remedy.

“God had a knowledge of the events of the future, even before the creation of the world. 
He did not make His purposes to fit circumstances, but He allowed matters to develop and 

41.   Manuscript Releases, vol. 16, 95.
42.   Steps to Christ, 105. 
43.   Signs of the Times, November 3, 1898.
44.   Ibid.
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work out. He did not work to bring about a certain condition of things, but He knew that 
such a condition would exist. The plan that should be carried out upon the defection of any 
of the high intelligences of heaven—this is the secret, the mystery which has been hid from 
ages. And an offering was prepared in the eternal purposes to do the very work which God 
has done for fallen humanity.”45 

9.  Men and women are the target for both good and evil angels.

“Either the evil angels or the angels of God are controlling the minds of men.… We 
must make every preparation in our power in order to resist the enemy of souls. Every 
provision has been made; everything in God’s plan has been arranged so that man should 
not be left to his own impulses, to his own finite powers, to carry on the warfare against 
the powers of darkness in his own finite strength; because he would certainly fail if he 
were thus left to himself.”46 

C.  The Great Controversy Theme is revealed throughout the Bible.

1.  The Bible unfolds a grand central theme. 

“The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student 
should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should 
gain a knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of 
the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption.”47

2.  The Bible provides the insights of how to study history.

“[The student] should understand the nature of the two principles that are contending 
for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the records of history 
and prophecy, to the great consummation.”48

“The Bible is the most instructive history that men possess. It came fresh from the foun-
tain of eternal truth, and a divine hand has preserved its purity through all the ages. It lights 
up the far-distant past, where human research seeks vainly to penetrate. In God’s word we 
behold the power that laid the foundation of the earth and that stretched out the heavens. 
Here only can we find a history of our race unsullied by human prejudice or human 
pride. Here are recorded the struggles, the defeats, and the victories of the greatest men this 
world has ever known. Here the great problems of duty and destiny are unfolded. The cur-
tain that separates the visible from the invisible world is lifted, and we behold the conflict of 

45.   Ibid., March 25, 1897.
46.   Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1120.
47.   Education, 190.
48.   Ibid.
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the opposing forces of good and evil, from the first entrance of sin to the final triumph of  
righteousness and truth; and all is but a revelation of the character of God.”49

3.  The Bible explains how each person is involved in the Great Controversy. 

“[The student] should see how this controversy enters into every phase of human ex-
perience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two antago-
nistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon which side 
of the controversy he will be found.”50

4.  The Bible sets forth the great themes of redemption. 

“In order to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ, it is essential that you medi-
tate much upon the great themes of redemption. You should ask yourself why Christ 
has taken humanity upon himself, why he suffered upon the cross, why he bore the sins 
of men, why he was made sin and righteousness for us. You should study to know why he 
ascended to heaven in the nature of man, and what is his work for us today. . . . We think 
that we are familiar with the character of Christ, and we do not realize how much is to be 
gained by the study of our glorious Pattern. We take it for granted that we know all about 
him, and yet we do not comprehend his character or mission.”51

“Truth in Christ and through Christ is measureless. The student of Scripture looks, 
as it were, into a fountain which deepens and broadens as he gazes into its depths. As he 
searches the Word of God, the grand theme of redemption opens to his research. What 
subject is so vast and mysterious as the manifestation of God’s compassion for man?”52 

5.  The Bible possesses the essential elements necessary for the formation of a per-
fect character.

“The Word of God should be our counselor in all difficulties, our guide in all the re-
lations of life. In the heart, the home, the place of business, the living oracles of God 
should reign supreme. When alone, when no human eye sees, no human ear hears, the 
truth is to be our companion. Ever the soul is to be subject to its control. Upon thought, 
word, and deed it is to stamp its divine impress. To those who obey, the Word of God is 
the tree of life. It possesses the elements necessary for the formation of a perfect character, 
and on the effect which its teaching produces in us depends our destiny for eternity.”53

49.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 596.
50.   Education, 190.
51.   Signs of the Times, December 1, 1890.
52.   Ibid., June 16, 1898.
53.   Ibid., October 3, 1900.
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6.  The Bible provides our food and drink.

“By offering Himself on the cross of Calvary, Christ gave His flesh and blood for the sal-
vation of the world. Those who believe in Him as a personal Saviour, those who work His 
works, receiving His words and practising His principles, are eating the bread of life. 
Christ’s lessons are their food and drink. They constantly seek to do Christ’s will. Under 
all circumstances they strive to do as He would do. They look to Him who is the Author 
and Finisher of their faith, inquiring earnestly, What would Jesus do? What words would 
He speak? If I speak words that He would not speak were He in my place, I am not abiding 
in Him, or He in me. . . . Christ supplies the life-blood of the heart, and the Holy Spirit 
gives nerve power.”54 

7.  Christ’s words, believed and lived, mean eternal life.

“As our natural life is sustained by physical food, so our spiritual life is to be 
sustained by spiritual food, even the words of Christ. The Gospel, believed and 
lived, means eternal life. It gives spiritual health and vigor. It enables us to show in 
the daily life the fruits of the Spirit. . . . These words are not merely to be read as a  
lesson. They are to be understood, believed, and lived. They will give us spiritual 
life. Christ’s teachings are to be brought into the daily experience. We have redemption 
through His blood, even the forgiveness of our sins.”55 

8.  We converse with God when we read the Bible.

“He who converses with God thru the Scriptures will be ennobled and sanctified. As 
he reads the inspired record of the Saviour’s love, his heart is melted in tenderness and 
contrition. He is filled with a desire to be like the Master, to live a life of loving service.”56 

9.  The Bible was not written in superhuman language.

“God committed the preparation of His divinely inspired Word to finite man. . . . 
Simplicity and plain utterance are comprehended by the illiterate, by the peasant, 
and the child as well as by the full-grown man or the giant in intellect. . . . We thank 
God that the Bible is prepared for the poor man as well as for the learned man. It is 
fitted for all ages and all classes. . . . The writers of the Bible had to express their ideas 
in human language. . . . These men were inspired of the Holy Spirit. . . . The Scrip-
tures were given to men, not in a continuous chain of unbroken utterances, but piece 
by piece through successive generations, as God in His providence saw a fitting op-
portunity to impress man at sundry times and divers places. Men wrote as they were 

54.   Ibid.
55.   Ibid.
56.   Ibid., June 26, 1901. 
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moved upon by the Holy Ghost. . . . There is not always perfect order or apparent 
unity in the Scriptures. The miracles of Christ are not given in exact order, but are 
given just as the circumstances occurred, which called for this divine revealing of the 
power of Christ. . . . The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman language. Jesus, 
in order to reach man where he is, took humanity. The Bible must be given in the language 
of men. Everything that is human is imperfect. Different meanings are expressed by the 
same word; there is not one word for each distinct idea. The Bible was given for practi-
cal purposes. The stamps of minds are different. All do not understand expressions and  
statements alike. Some understand the statements of the Scriptures to suit their own par-
ticular minds and cases. Prepossessions, prejudices, and passions have a strong influence 
to darken the understanding and confuse the mind even in reading the words of Holy 
Writ. . . . The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God’s mode of thought and 
expression. It is that of humanity. God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will often 
say such an expression is not like God. But God has not put Himself in words, in logic, 
in rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible were God’s penmen, not His 
pen. Look at the different writers. It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but 
the men that were inspired. Inspiration acts not on the man’s words or his expressions 
but on the man himself, who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued with 
thoughts. But the words receive the impress of the individual mind. The divine mind is 
diffused. The divine mind and will is combined with the human mind and will; thus the 
utterances of the man are the Word of God.”57  

10.  The Bible explains how this planet was created and how these details will be 
remembered.

“[Genesis 1:26, 27quoted] Here is clearly set forth the origin of the human race; 
and the divine record is so plainly stated that there is no occasion for erroneous con-
clusions. God created man in His own image. Here is no mystery. There is no ground 
for the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees of development from 
the lower forms of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great work of 
the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon 
excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and 
defraud him of the dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds on high and 
tinted with delicate skill the flowers of the field, who filled the earth and the heavens 
with the wonders of His power, when He came to crown His glorious work, to place 
one in the midst to stand as ruler of the fair earth, did not fail to create a being wor-
thy of the hand that gave him life. The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, 
traces back its origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but 
to the great Creator. Though formed from the dust, Adam was ‘the son of God.’” 58 

57.   Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 944-946 (see The Great Controversy, v-xii).
58.   Patriarchs and Prophets, 44, 45.
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