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Preface

Throughout the centuries the promise of Jesus in John
14:2, 3 has filled the hearts of Christians with hope: “In
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be
also.” In the darkest moments of despair, disappointment,
despondency, or defeat, the hope of living with Jesus in
heaven has brightened the day, cleared away the clouds,
and lifted the spirits.

Heaven. What will it be like? Words are inadequate to
describe it, but the Holy Scriptures give us glimpses of the
glorious future. There all will be harmony, peace, love, and
unity. All will be purity, holiness, and blessedness. Gone
will be sorrow, crying, and pain. Best of all, death will be
no more.

“There we shall know even as also we are known. There
the loves and sympathies that God has planted in the soul
will find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure commun-
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ion with holy beings, the harmonious social life with the
blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all ages, the
sacred fellowship that binds together ‘the whole family in
heaven and earth’—all are among the experiences of the
hereafter.”—Education, p. 306.

We look forward with joyous anticipation to the day
when Jesus will return to earth, not as a Man of sorrows
but as King of kings and Lord of lords. In that day the
dead in Christ will rise first, then His followers who are
alive will be “changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52), and together this redeemed com-
pany, now immortal, will travel through time and space to
the Paradise of God, to heaven itself.

This book provides glorious pictures of the future life
both in heaven and on the New Earth. It enables one to
hear by faith the thrilling music sung by angels and the
redeemed. It excites one with the prospect of engaging in
fascinating occupations and enterprises. As you sense the
wonder and reality of the future life, may you determine to
be among the citizens of heaven, and live forever in that
land “where we never grow old.”
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Let us consider most earnestly the blessed hereafter.
Let our faith pierce through every cloud of darkness and
behold Him who died for the sins of the world. He has
opened the gates of paradise to all who receive and believe
on Him. To them He gives power to become the sons and
daughters of God. Let the afflictions which pain us so griev-
ously become instructive lessons, teaching us to press for-
ward toward the mark of the prize of our high calling in
Christ. Let us be encouraged by the thought that the Lord
is soon to come. Let this hope gladden our hearts. . . .

We are homeward bound. He who loved us so much
as to die for us hath builded for us a city. The New Jerusa-
lem is our place of rest. There will be no sadness in the city
of God. No wail of sorrow, no dirge of crushed hopes and
buried affections, will ever more be heard. Soon the gar-
ments of heaviness will be changed for the wedding gar-
ment. Soon we shall witness the coronation of our King.
Those whose lives have been hidden with Christ, those
who on this earth have found the good fight of faith, will
shine forth with the Redeemer’s glory in the kingdom of
God.—9T 286, 287.
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1
The Way to

Heaven

BY JESUS ALONE.—“Let not your heart be troubled,”
He [Jesus] said; “ye believe in God, believe also in Me.
In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the
way ye know.” For your sake I came into the world. I
am working in your behalf. When I go away, I shall still
work earnestly for you. I came into the world to reveal
Myself to you, that you might believe. I go to the Father
to cooperate with Him in your behalf.

The object of Christ’s departure was the opposite of
what the disciples feared. It did not mean a final separa-
tion. He was going to prepare a place for them, that He
might come again, and receive them unto Himself. While
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He was building mansions for them, they were to build
characters after the divine similitude.

Still the disciples were perplexed. Thomas, always
troubled by doubts, said, “Lord, we know not whither Thou
goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him,
I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me. If ye had known Me, ye should have
known My Father also: and from henceforth ye know Him,
and have seen Him.”

There are not many ways to heaven. Each one may not
choose his own way. Christ says, “I am the way: . . . no
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” Since the first
gospel sermon was preached, when in Eden it was declared
that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head,
Christ had been uplifted as the way, the truth, and the life.
He was the way when Adam lived, when Abel presented to
God the blood of the slain lamb, representing the blood of
the Redeemer. Christ was the way by which patriarchs and
prophets were saved. He is the way by which alone we can
have access to God.—DA 663.

THE SURETY OF OUR DELIVERANCE.—By His humanity,
Christ touched humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon
the throne of God. As the Son of man, He gave us an ex-
ample of obedience; as the Son of God, He gives us power to
obey. It was Christ who from the bush on Mount Horeb
spoke to Moses saying, “I AM THAT I AM. . . . Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you.” Exodus 3:14. This was the pledge of Israel’s deliver-
ance. So when He came “in the likeness of men,” He de-
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clared Himself the I AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the meek
and lowly Saviour, is God “manifest in the flesh.” 1 Timothy
3:16. And to us He says: “I AM the Good Shepherd.” “I
AM the living Bread.” “I AM the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.” “All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.”
John 10:11; 6:51; 14:6; Matthew 28:18. I AM the assur-
ance of every promise. I AM; be not afraid. “God with us” is
the surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of our
power to obey the law of heaven.—DA 24, 25.

HELP OTHERS FIND JESUS, THE WAY.—Christ gave Him-
self to a shameful, agonizing death, showing His great tra-
vail of soul to save the perishing. Oh, Christ is able, Christ
is willing, Christ is longing, to save all who will come unto
Him! Talk to souls in peril and get them to behold Jesus
upon the cross, dying to make it possible for Him to par-
don. Talk to the sinner with your own heart overflowing
with the tender, pitying love of Christ. Let there be deep
earnestness; but not a harsh, loud note should be heard
from the one who is trying to win the soul to look and live.
First have your own soul consecrated to God. As you look
upon our Intercessor in heaven, let your heart be broken.
Then, softened and subdued, you can address repenting
sinners as one who realizes the power of redeeming love.

Pray with these souls, by faith bringing them to the
foot of the cross; carry their minds up with your mind,
and fix the eye of faith where you look, upon Jesus the Sin
Bearer. Get them to look away from their poor, sinful selves
to the Saviour, and the victory is won. They behold for
themselves the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
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the world. They see the Way, the Truth, the Life. The Sun
of Righteousness sheds its bright beams into the heart. The
strong tide of redeeming love pours into the parched and
thirsty soul, and the sinner is saved to Jesus Christ.

Christ crucified—talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will
break and win hearts. This is the power and wisdom of
God to gather souls for Christ. Formal, set phrases, the
presentation of merely argumentative subjects, is produc-
tive of little good. The melting love of God in the hearts of
the workers will be recognized by those for whom they
labor. Souls are thirsting for the waters of life. Do not be
empty cisterns. If you reveal the love of Christ to them,
you may lead the hungering, thirsting ones to Jesus, and
He will give them the bread of life and the water of salva-
tion.—6T 66, 67.

THE TRUE PATH THAT LEADS TO HEAVEN.—Many are
losing the right way, in consequence of thinking that they
must climb to heaven, that they must do something to merit
the favor of God. They seek to make themselves better by
their own unaided efforts. This they can never accomplish.
Christ has made the way by dying our Sacrifice, by living
our Example, by becoming our great High Priest. He de-
clares, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).

If by any effort of our own we could advance one step
toward the ladder, the words of Christ would not be true.
But when we accept Christ, good works will appear as fruit-
ful evidence that we are in the way of life, that Christ is our
way, and that we are treading the true path that leads to
heaven.—Letter 33, 1899 quoted in FW 102.
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