Miss Brenda's

BEDTIME
STORIES




This book is lovingly
presented to

y
Date:

@é@(%@\%@




Miss Brenda's

EDTIME
STORIES

BRENDA WALSH

Based on
True Character-Building Stories
for the Whole Family!

3ABN&

3ABN BOOKS

Three Angels Broadcasting Network
P.O. Box 220, West Frankfort, lllinois
www.3ABN.org

@ k
Pacific Press® Publishing Association
Nampa, Idaho

Oshawa, Ontario, Canada
www.pacificpress.com




Design/Layout: Chrystique Neibauer “CQ” | cqgraphicdesign.com

Cover Photography: David B. Sherwin

Project Coordinator: Mellisa Hoffman | finaleditservices.com

All images used under license from Shutterstock.com, unless otherwise noted.

Copyright © 2011 by Brenda Walsh
Printed in the United States of America
All rights reserved

The author assumes full responsibility for the accuracy of all facts and quotations as cited in
this book.

Additional copies of this book are available from two locations:

Adventist Book Centers®: Call toll-free 1-800-765-6955 or visit
http://www.adventistbookcenter.com.

3ABN: Call (618) 627-4651 or visit http://www.store.3abn.org.

3ABN Books is dedicated to bringing you the best in published materials consistent with
the mission of Three Angels Broadcasting Network. Our goal is to uplift Jesus Christ
through books, audio, and video materials by our family of 3ABN presenters. Our in-depth
Bible study guides, devotionals, biographies, and lifestyle materials promote whole person
health and the mending of broken people. For more information, call 618-627-4651 or visit
3ABN’s Web site: www.3ABN.org.

Scripture quotations marked NIV are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Scriptures quoted from NKJV are from The New King James Version, copyright © 1979,
1980, 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation,
copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007. Used by permission by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked KJV are from the King James Version of the Bible.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data:

Walsh, Brenda, 1953-
Miss Brenda’s bedtime stories : true character building stories for the whole family! /
Brenda Walsh.
p.cm.
ISBN 13: 978-0-8163-2513-9 (hard cover)
ISBN 10: 0-8163-2513-8 (hard cover)
1. Christian children—Religious life— Anecdotes. 2. Families—Religious life— Anecdotes.
I. Title. II. Title: Bedtime stories.
BV4571.3.W35 2011
249—dc22
2011007590
1112131415 « 54321



Linda Johnson, Brenda Walsh, Ken Micheff, Cinda Sanner, Jim Micheff

Brothers and Sisters

When | count my blessings, | always thank God for my precious brothers and sisters who
God has allowed me the privilege of growing up with. | can’t imagine what life would be
like without their love and support. No matter what project God is asking me to do, or what
circumstance | am facing, they are right there beside me, encouraging, strengthening, and
supporting me every step of the way. They are not only my family, my best friends, my
support team, my closest social network, and my prayer partners, but most importantly,
my spiritual mentors! | know | can count on them no matter what! They truly are, “the wind
beneath my wings!”

We have played together, laughed together, cried together, faced tough times together,
and through it all—loved each other! | feel blessed to be a part of the Micheff family, where
our parents raised us not only to love Jesus and accept Him as our personal Savior, but
also to share His love with others. It is an added blessing that in our adult years, God has
brought us together to work for Him. All five of us are in full-time ministry!
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tories can have power to touch us and change us. They can help us understand
what another person is feeling and help us see things from a new perspective.
They can help us understand “Why?” and see the reasoning behind “Be careful!”
They can help us learn lessons without having to suffer from making mistakes!
That's why Jesus taught by telling stories. He knew that stories help us understand.

This book is full of stories told for the same reasons. So much effort, love, and prayer
have gone into collecting and preparing Miss Brenda’s Bedtime Stories! Based on
true stories contributed from people around the world, each one has been written
especially for Miss Brenda by beloved and best-selling authors (and some written by
Miss Brenda herself!). They are sure to be loved by children and treasured by parents
and grandparents and all who read them.

Brenda has shared these stories to help kids everywhere develop strong characters,
understand important lessons, and most important, learn to be a good friend of
Jesus. These pages are full of stories that are heart-touching, soul-searching, fun-
filled, adventurous, and meant to be shared!

May these stories bring laughter to the eyes, wisdom to the mind, and understanding
to the heart of everyone who hears them. And may there be a double blessing of
peace and joy to each grown-up who takes a few precious moments to share them
with a child.
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Be sure to collect all five volumes of
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Black dellybeans
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whole wheat bread and prepared good, healthy soups and

casseroles, with not too much cheese, milk, sugar, or salt. As Dad
said, “There’s nothing better than the good Lord’s fruits and vegetables
just the way He made them.” So desserts and snacks were usually apple
wedges, crispy carrots, or raisins and walnuts. But once in a while, on
Saturday night, the family would play games together and have a special
treat.

Gail’s favorite treat was jellybeans.
She loved the pinkish-red strawberry f
ones and rosy-red cherry ones. They =
were especially good if you ate them
with alemony-yellow one. But her most
favorite ones were the licorice-flavored
black jellybeans. The rest of the kids
knew how much Gail loved them, so
they usually ate all the beautiful colored
ones—leaving the black jellybeans for
Gail.

Gail’s family was pretty careful about what they ate. Mom baked

MISS BRENDA’S BEDTIME STORIES — VOLUME 3 15



Black Jellybeans

One Saturday night, after putting the games away, Dad announced,
“Time for bed, kids. We’ve got to get up early tomorrow so you can get
your weekend chores done before the church picnic at the park. ‘Early to
bed . ..early torise, makes kids healthy, wealthy, and wise!”” The children
laughed. Dad was always coming up with his version of some famous
saying to emphasize what he wanted them to do. Then he turned to Gail
and handed her the bowl of leftover jellybeans. “Gail, would you take the
jellybeans to the kitchen and put them in the cupboard, please? And don’t
eat any more.”

She took the bowl Dad handed her and headed toward the kitchen.
Just as she was ready to put the jellybeans in the cupboard, she noticed
that there were a lot of black jellybeans on the top of the pile! Wow! They
looked so good.

She looked around to make sure no one was watching her. She was
alone. Since no one was looking, she knew exactly what she was going to
do—take a few more black jellybeans.

Gail picked out one black jellybean and shoved it quickly into her
mouth. Ummm! It was so good that she had to have another. She picked
out a couple more and shoved them into her mouth. Then another! Pick
and shove. Pick and shove. Soon she couldn’t fit anymore jellybeans in
her mouth, so she carefully put the bowl in the cupboard

and sneaked quietly down the hall to her bedroom
with her cheeks bulging. She hoped no one would

see her or talk to her because there was no way

she could answer with her mouth stuffed so full!

When she got to her room she sat down on
her bed and chewed and swallowed, chewed and swallowed. Her mouth
was so full that it was difficult to swallow. Finally, the last of the black
jellybeans went down her throat and she crawled into bed. She knew she
should say her prayers, but what would she say? All she could think about
were those black jellybeans her dad told her not to eat. They hadn’t tasted
nearly as good as she had imagined. Over and over in her mind she could
hear her dad’s voice saying, “Don’t eat any more.” She had not only

16 MISS BRENDA’S BEDTIME STORIES — VOLUME 3



Black Jellybeans

disobeyed her dad, which made her feel guilty enough, but she had taken
something that didn’t belong to her. She felt like a thief—and that made
her feel even worse.

She picked up a book and started
leafing through the pages trying
to make herself forget about the
jellybeans. But the more she tried,
the more her conscience hurt—and
the more her stomach began to feel
queasy. It felt like all those jellybeans
were playing soccer in her tummy.
She put down the book and pulled
the covers over her head. She turned
to one side, then the other. She tried
hard to go to sleep. She shut her eyes
tight and counted to ten frontwards.
Then she counted to ten backwards.
But nothing seemed to work. She just couldn’t get comfortable. And all
the time the soccer match in her tummy was making her feel worse and
worse. She tossed and turned, turned and tossed, and tossed and turned

some more.

Finally, she knew what she had to do. She quietly got out of bed,
tiptoed down the hall, and slowly opened the door to her parents’ room.
She felt her way over to her dad’s side of the bed.

“Dad,” she whispered. “Dad, are you awake?” No answer. “DAD,”
she called a little louder right into his ear.

Dad woke up with a start and reached out to her. “What’s wrong,
Gail? Are you OK?”

“No, Dad. I disobeyed you and now I can’t get to sleep.”

“What do you mean you disobeyed me? What did you do?”

“Dad, after you told me to put the jellybeans away, I picked out the
black ones and ate them.” With her admission, Gail started to sob as the
whole story tumbled out. “I can’t go to sleep because I disobeyed you and
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Black dellybeans

stole the jellybeans and ate them and now I feel sick.”

Dad gave her a big bear hug. “Well, honey,” he said, “I think you
have learned a good lesson about obedience. I love you and I forgive
you. Jesus loves you and He will forgive you too. Let’s go back to your
room and ask Him right now.” So Gail and her dad knelt together by her
bed and prayed to Jesus, asking Him to forgive her for disobeying. Gail
immediately felt better. Dad tucked her back into bed, gently kissed her
forehead, and said, “I’m proud of you, sweetie.”

“I love you, Dad,” Gail responded as Dad turned out the light.

Now that her conscience was clear, the black jellybean soccer match
was over . . . and with a smile on her face she fell fast asleep! W

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each

other so that you may be healed.
—James 5:16, NLT
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